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U.S. and Iraq agree on talks 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United Stares and Iraq have agreed dial 
talks involving their foreign ministers aimed at averting war in the Golf 
should not incte te other countries. due State Department said Monday. 
“After rihoBBBons with coalition partners and comnnmkaxioa between 
the U.S. embassy in Ba g hd a d and the government of Iraq, we have 
condoded the meetings should be bilateral, i.e., the United and 
Iraqi representatives only." said State Depannent spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tnrwiler. But she said Iraq had not yet formally accepted 'President 
George Bush’s proposal to send Foreign Minister Taxcq Am to 
Wastengwa next week and allow Secretary of State James Bator to visit 
Baghdad before Jan. 15. In Ms original proposal last Friday, Bosh sbm) be 
would invite die ambassadors of toy U5. allies to sit in on his rating 
frith Aziz. But Iraq pro mptly s aid it would like to bring some of in «Bw*, 
such as the Palestine Liberation Org an i sa tion, along mo. Hearing that, 
Washington quickly retreated. 
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Gulf crisis hits Turkish army 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey’s top general resigned Monday amid reports 
of differences among Turkish officials over the country’s role in die Gaif 
crisis. Analysts said the resignation could also signal the discomfort of 
Turkey’s staunchly secularist army with growing Islamic fundamental ism 
in this predominantly Muslim country. The resignation of Gen. Neap 
Torumtay came in the wake of newspaper reports that Turkey's military 
and diplomatic establishment were opposed to an active role by this 
country in a possible war to force Iraq out of Kuwait. Torumtay, chief of 
the general staff, is the third high-ranking Turkish official to resign in die 
past three months. Defence Minister Safa Giray resigned in November 
and Foreign Minister Ali Bozer in October. Torumtay 's letter of 
resignation, submined to Premier Yildirim Akbulut. was brief in the 
traditional style of die Turkish military. The 64-yeai-oId general, leader of 
the second largest army in the NATO alliance, said he found it impossible 
co continue serving in his post in light of "principles 7 believe in znd my 
understanding of statecraft.” 
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Arab tripartite 
talks in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Hie foreign 
minis ters of Syria, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia Monday began 
talks on the Gulf crisis and U.S. 
President George Bosh’s offer for 
dialogue with Iraq. It was the 
third meeting in recent weeks of 
Syria’s Farouq A1 Sharaa, Saudi 
Arabia’s Prince Sand A] Faisal 
and Egypt’s Esmat Abdol 
Megtrid. They held talks in Saudi 
Arabia in October and in Damas- 
cus last month. The three coun- 
tries have led Arab opposition to 
Iraq’s Ang. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 
Egypt and Syria have contributed 
troops and equipment to the 
U.S.-led multinational forces 
arrayed against Iraq in Sandi 
Arabia. 

Christian leaders 
meet In Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Chris tian 
leaders from Iraq and other Mid- 
dle East countries meeting m 
Baghdad Monday urged Christ- 
ians worldwide to encourage 
efforts to resolve die Gulf crisis 
peacefully. Archbishop Rafael I. 
Bedawid, die patriarch of the 
Chaldian Church in Iraq, said 
Christians worldwide are duty 
bound to work to avert a war in 
the region. *‘I appeal 
wholeheartedly to an my brothers 
in Christianity to work hand-in-, 
hand with all other people to 
support peace with love and jus- 
tice,” he said. 

Britain: U.S.-lraq 
talks must not 
include Palestine 

LONDON (R) — Britain Mon- 
day welcomed an offer by U.S. 
President George Bttsh to b<ftd 
talks with Iraq but said there 
could be no linkage with the 
Palestinian question. A Foreign 
Office statement said United Na- 
tions resolutions calling on Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait were 
not negotiable and rejected Iraqi 
demands that talks indude other 
Middle East issues, such as the 
Pales tinian question. “As Presi- 
dent Bush and U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker have made 
clear, the purpose is not to 
negotiate with Iraq,” Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
told parliament. “It is rather to 
leave the Iraqi leadership in no 
doubt as to the determination of 
the international community to 
see Iraq’s withdrawal from 
Knwat, in accordance with the 
requirements laid down by the 
U.N.” 

Iraq says U.S. expels 
IN A correspondent 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Monday the United States had 
expelled a correspondent of its 
official news agency ENA. The 
government newspaper A1 
Jumhuziya identified the corres- 
pondent as Hisham Ali Jawad, 
describing Him as the only Iraqi 
r ep orter in the United States. It 
said he had been expelled despite 
die fact that Iraq had allowed 
visits by more than 1,700 foreign 
correspondents, including hun- 
dreds of Americans covering the 
Gulf crisis. 

Mubarak receives 
French award 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak Monday received a 
French - award for promoting 
democracy and peace. Mubarak 
received the Louise Michel Prize 
from the French Centre for Poli- 
tical and Social Studies. French 
Senator Alain Pohcr, honorary 
chairman of the centre, said die 
prize was awarded for Mubarak’s 
contribution to promoting demo- 
cracy and his respect for human 
rights in Egypt. 

Public sector strike 

ends in Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s ffis- 
tadrot labour federation ended a 
two-day strike in die public sector 
Monday after winning conces- 
sions over wage cuts and taxes 
The walkout by 500,000 state 
workers dosed banks and stock 
mark^fv and affected air and sea 
ports. The government, strug- 
gling to absorb a flood of Soviet 
immigrants, had planned to re- 
duce the ntrntmnm wage by about 
a fifth to S400 a month and 
introduce new taxes, mefudmg a 
20 per cent levy on pension be- 
nefits. 


King meets Kuwaiti team, 
says he is optimistic of 

political solution in Gulf 



Hb Mqjesty King Hussein Monday meets with a Kuwaiti pnp»lr 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday received at 
the Royal Court a Kuwaiti popu- 
lar delegation currently visiting 
Jordan as part of a tour of several 
Arab countries. 

King Hussein briefed tbe de- 
legation on Jordan’s efforts be- 
fore and after tbe start of die Gulf 
crisis to reach a political settle- 
ment of the conflict within an 
Arab context and to avoid any 
escalation of die crisis that will 
lead to complicating it and open- 
ing die door for foreign interven- 
tion. 

The King said he was op t imis tic 
that a political solution 
to the crisis could be reached. He 
voiced confidence drat die Arabs 
are capable of containing all their 
disagreements for the good of tbe 
Arab Nation and future genera- 
tions. 

The delegation briefed King 
Hussein on the aims of its tour 
and emphasised drat the Kuwaiti 
people are confident in King Hus- 
sein’s honest e ffo rts to solve the 
crisis, affirming that these efforts 
stem from the Xing^s keenness on 
the futur e of the Arab Nation. 

The Kuwaiti delegation lauded 
King Hussein's efforts and said 


del egatio n (Petra photo) 

drat there was a misunderstand- 
ing of Jordan’s stand on the Gulf 
crisis. The delegation affirmed 
that the Kuwaiti people and most 
Kuwaiti officials are not responsi- 
ble for this misunderstanding. 

The delegation also stressed 
the Kuwaiti people’s" rejection of 
any military solution to the cri- 
sis, because “such a solution will 
be catastrophic not only to Iraq 
and Kuwait, but also to the Arab 
World as a whole.” 


The delegation said the 
Kuwaiti people were pinning 
great hopes on Jordan because of 
its honest stand, whose credibility 
has been proven by developments 
in the Gulf crisis. 

Tbe meeting was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the King’s Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh and the 
Kuwaiti ambassador to Jordan. 


Kuwaitis blame Iraq for 
Western intervention in Gulf 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A spokesman for 
a visiting popular Kuwaiti de- 
legation Monday blamed Iraq 
for the Weston intervention in 
the Gulf, saying that the U.S.' 
had found “the proper excuse” 
for their presence in the re- 
gion. 

Ahmad Rab'i, a former 
Kuwaiti parliamentarian, held 
Iraq and its takeover of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2 responsible 
for die foreign presence in the 


region. 

“The important question 
here is ’who is responsible for 
the foreign presence?’ Tbe 
U.S. was looking for an excuse 
for this presence and found the 
proper one with the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait to inter- 
vene in this mann er/* Rab’i 

said. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, he stressed that 
be rejected the foreign in- 
tervention “in the Gulf crisis in 
general.” 

“We cannot be against fore- 


ign presence and at the same 
time with the Iraqi occupa- 
tion,” he said. “The two issues 
must be linked dearly.” 

Rab’i did not elaborate, but 
stressed that the U.S. had 
strategic interests in the Gulf, 
which holds over 60 per cent of 
all known oil reserves in the 
world. 

Tbe seven-member Kuwaiti 
delegation — one of 14 similar 
rearm touring the world — 
arrived in Amm an Saturday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanian, Kuwaiti popular 
perceptions wide apart on crisis 


By T-a«i‘« Km Andoni 

Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — A Kuwaiti bid — 
tbe first of its kind since the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis — to 
win over Jordanian public 
opinion has underscored the 
gulf between the Jordanian 
popular attitude and tbe 
Kuwaiti approach to the prob- 
lem. 


Several meetings between 
an unofficial Kuwaiti delega- 
tion, which arrived here Satur- 
day, and Jordanians indicate 
that there are important differ- 
ences in priorities and percep- 
tions between the two. 

From the Kuwaiti point of 
view, an Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait is the key to a solution 
and an objective in itself. For 
the majority of Jordanian 


groups, however, an accept- 
able settlement should also — 
in addition to an Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait — 
guarantee Iraqi security and 
Arab sovereignty and inde- 
. pendence from what is viewed 
as “American hegemony.” 
Many Jordanians who met 
with the Kuwaiti delegation 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq says 1,400 children 


died because of sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday that more than 
1,400 children under the age of 
five have died because of a medi- 
cine shortage caused by the U.N. 
trade embargo. 

» Meanwhile the United States 
emphasised the economic impact 
of the Gulf crisis, and one official 


said a protracted standoff with 
Iraq would be costly. 

Baghdad Radio quoted Health 
Minister Abdul Salam Moham- 
mad Saeed as saying a lack of 
powdered milk contributed to the 
deterioration of the children’s 
health. 

Saeed said that “1,416 children 


muter the age of five years have 
died in recent months because of 
the sanctions imposed on medi- 
cines for Iraq.” 

“The lack of necessary medi- 
cines to continue treatment for 
die children caused the deteriora- 
tion of their health conditions... 

(Continued on page 5) 


Moscow: Iraq must make 


next move in Gulf crisis 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union Monday welcomed 
an initiative from U.S. President 
George Bush to hold talks with 
f r a g and said it was up to Bagh- 
dad to make the next move. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said a U.N.. Security Council re- 
solution authorising the use of 
fo rce to exp el Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait was a step forward in the 
t jiiwtr for a peaceful solution. 

The statement was issued the 
omn> day an infl uential group of 

ba nning Soviet deputies called on 
Preadent Mikhail Gorbachev to 
address paifiameot on the Gulf 


“The spirit and .letter of the 


resolution gives a realistic chance 
for the prevention of the very 
worst torn of events... a military 

explosion,” said the statement 
read by Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Vitaly Churkin. 

“The decision of tbe Security 
Council spells out a temporary 
opening, in which it is possible 
and necessary to find a peaceful, 

political outcome to the conflict. 

Everything most be done so this 
chance is not squandered.” 

“A dialogue between tbe USA 
and Iraq would have an impor- 
tant significance for finding prac- 
tical approaches to unblocking 
the extremely dangerous situa- 
tion in the ’Peisan’ Gulf,” it said. 


“The Soviet Union is con- 
vinced tiie ball is now in Iraq’s 
court. It depends only on the 
Iraqi government whether or not 
there wifi be peace in the ‘Per- 
sian’ Gulf." 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
summoned Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz to a Kremlin meeting 
last week and has twice sent his 
personal envoy, Yevgeny Prima- 
kov. to Baghdad in search of a 
diplomatic solution to the four- 
month standoff - 
The Soviet Union was Iraq’s 
main arms supplier until the Aug. 
2 invasion. 

(Continued on page 5) 


King, Yemeni leader discuss 
latest developments in Gulf 



His Royal wighiM-gg Crown Prince Hassan Monday receives Yemeni 
Vice-President Afi Salem A1 Beedh (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Maiesry 
King Hussein held a meeting with 
Yemeni Vice-Presient Ali Salem 
A! Beedh, who arrived in Am- 
man earlier in the day for talks or 
ways to solve tbe Gulf crisis. 

King Hussein and Beedh had a 
general review of the Gulf crisis 
.and tbe latest development in the 
region. 

They also exchanged views on 
ways to resolve the crisis peace- 
fully and a ffirm ed the need to 

P 

exert every possible effort at tbe 
Arab and international levels to 
resolve tbe crisis peacefully. 

The King and the Yemeni offi- 
cial also reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The meeting was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Mudar Bad ran. Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the King’s Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 


The meeting was attended on the 
Yemeni side by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Isryani and the 
Yemeni ambassador in Jordan. 

Beedh was received in tbe air- 
port upon arrival by Prince Has- 
san, Badran, the Upper House of 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad AJ 
Law?i, Lower House Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Ben 
Zaid, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of ' Interior Salem 


Masaadeb, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem, Minister of Information 


Beedh told the reporters at the 
airport that his visit comes at a 
time when the Arab Nation is 
passing through a critical stage as a 
result of developments in the 
Gulf crisis. 

Tbe Yemeni official landed 
King Hussein’s efforts to solve 
the crisis peacefully. 

“King Hussein did not hesitate 
since the beginning of tbe crisis to 
look for a peaceful solution,” he 
said. 

He said he was looking forward 


to exchanging views with tbe 
King and Jordanian officials on 
ways to resolve tbe Gulf crisis, 
“particularly after the latest Un- 
ited Nations Security Council re- 
solution on the issue.” 

“We feel it is our duty as Arabs 
to meet our brothers in Jordan, 
Iraq or in other Arab countries to 
riisfiiss ways to solve the crisis 
through political means,” Beedh 
said. 

Beedh described U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush’s decision to 
have dialogue with Iraq as good 
news. In the light of the 
announcement by Bush and Iraq's 
positive response, “we ail find it 
necessary to cooperate to make 
such dialogue advance,” he said. 


Israelis 
seal off 
W. Bank 
homes 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soidiers 
cemented shut tbe homes cs three 
Palestinian teenagers arrested in 
a weekend stabbing attack on a 
Tel Aviv bus in which an Israeli 
and one of the assailants were 
killed, tbe army said Monday. 

Muslim fundamentalist leaders 
of the Palestinian uprising put out 
leaflets in praise of the stabbings. 

Tbe Jihad Islami faction vowed 
“we will continue our revolution 
with knives." Tbe Hamas move- 
ment urged “using all means” to 
escalate attacks on Israelis. 

The unified leadership of tbe 
uprising — the dominant group in 
die Israeli-occupied territories — 
also called for escalation of the 
uprising as it enters its fourth year 
on Dec. 9. 

“We need to develop the intifa- 
da into a higher stage using ail 
means of struggle." said a leaflet 
distributed Sunday to residents of 
the occupied West Bank. 

“Experience of the las: few 
months has shown that as long as 
the intifada continues and press- 
ure on the people increases, our 
determination for struggle until 
victory also rises," it said. 

Fagh month the leadership dis- 
tributes a new leaflet with guide- 
lines to keep tbe intifada alive. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Izzeddin, senior government offi- 
larwan AI Qasem and Informa- ■‘’‘‘rials and the Yemeni ambassador 

in Amman. 




Jordan to switch banknotes 


Pope may 
visit Iraq 

By P.V. Vtvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Spanish peace 
missi on has secured Iraqi agree- 
ment for a meeting between Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein and U.S. 
President George Bush in the 
presence of Pope John Paul, a 
Spanish member of the European 
Parliament said Monday. 

Tbe Iraqi government has also 
invited the pontiff to visit Bagh- 
dad, and there are “positive in- 
dications" that tiie Hedy See is 
responding favourably to the in- 
vitation, said Jose Ruiz Matreos 
Y Pimenez de Gejanda. 

It was not immediately possible 
to confirm tbe report. 

Pimenez de Gejanda, who flew 
to Amman from Baghdad after a 
three-week stay in tbe Iraqi capit- 
al, told the Jordan Times at Am- 
man airport that be was flying to 
Rome Tuesday for further con- 
tacts with tbe Vatican on tbe 
initiative. 

“If there is one man in tbe 
world who can resolve the Gulf 
crisis and pave the way for nego- 
tiations, then it is the Pope," said 
Pimenez de Gejanda, head of the 
Spanish Abends Democranca 
Eoropa Party. 

Asked whether he had any 
indication that the Pope was in- 
terested in a visit to Baghdad, the 
politician said: “Oh yes, we have 
very good indications and con- 
tacts are under way between the 
Iraqi government and tbe Vati- 
can. 

“There are several formulas 
and ideas and we are working on 
them,” be added and noted that 
Mother Teresa, the world re- 
nowned Catholic relief worker 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
was due in Baghdad this week. 

Pimenez de Gejanda said tbe 
venue of the suggested Bush- 
Pope -Saddam meeting “is not im- 
portant as long as it takes place... 
it could be aboard a ship, an 
island, anywhere.” He implied 
that it was upto the Pope to 
convince Bush into attemfing. 

“Tbe Pope is ready to go to any 
place in the world for the meet- 
ing” he said. “After all, the 
ultimate objective is to avoid a 
terrible, caiastropic war.” 

The Spanish politician said he 
would be working in coordination 
with an Iraqi delegation which 
was accompanying him to Rome. 
Tbe Iraqi mission in Rome had 
already established contact with 
tbe Holy See, he added. 

No member of the Iraqi delega- 
tion accompanying the Europar- 
Hamemarian was available for 
comment. 

It was the first time that any 
(Continued on page 5) 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hie Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) has plans to 
chang e the current banknotes in 
circulation since 1975 into a new 
set of paper money. This was just 
reported in “Jordan Economic 
Monitor" a monthly news letter 
j published by Jordan Times col- 
1 umnist and economic consultant 
j Dr. Fahed Fanek. The newsletter 
specialises in insider information 
and analysis of tbe Jordanian 
economy. 

Two reasons were given for the 
switch in currency. (1) Tbe cur- 
rent banknotes were put in cir- 
culation 15 years ago, and there- 
fore it is time to upgrade the 
Jordanian banknotes to match 


BONN (Agencies) — With his 
histroic unity election won, Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
turned Monday to bargaining 
over a new government with his 
strengthened, more self- 
confident liberal coalition part- 
ners. 

Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) and tbe Free Democrats 
(FDP) led by popular Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
held separate strategy sessions to 
analyse their victory in Sunday’s 
polls, the first free all-German 
election since 1932. 

Although it won the most 
votes, the CDU’s 43.8 per cent 
score was slightly under its 1987 
West German poll result while 
the FDP — the “tail that wags the 
dog” in Bonn — jumped to 11 per 
cent from 9.1 last time. 

The coalition’s clear sweep left 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Lebanese troops 
took control of a militia-free 
Beirut Monday, reuniting the 
capital under President Elias 
Hrawi after 15 years of civil war. 

The troops moved in after 
more than 1,500 gunmen of the 
hardline Lebanese Forces (LF) 
militia quit their last Beirut stron- 
ghold. 

“It’s wonderful.” said Tony 
Khoury. 27, as troops pushed into 
east Beirut. “We could not hope 
for anything better. We all just 
want to live in peace.” 

Rice- throwing civilians greeted 

soldiers, tanks and troop carriers 
which moved into the war- 
ravaged parts of Beirut and sub- 
urbs to the north, south and east. 

“We have gone back 15 years. 

It is unbelievable... I hope the war 
is over," said jubiliant east Beirut 
resident Fadi Doummit. 

Tbe rcunificiation of Beirut 


the state of the ait. (2) The 
Jordanian Security apparatus and 
tbe Central Bank have deter- 
mined that the Israeli authorities 
are involved in producing adv- 
anced counterfeits in substantial 
amounts. The new banknotes will 
be smaller in size and more diffi- 
cult to forge. 

The Monitor also said that 
Jordanian banknotes had been 
subjected to forgery on several 
occasions, whether in their pre- 
sent forms and designs which 
were put in circulation in 1975- 
1976, or in their previous forms 
which were withdrawn from cir- 
culation subsequently. 

Tbe earlier forgeries of the 
seventies were exclusively in the 
JD-10 denomination, which was 
then the highest denomination. 


the united Germany in the hands 
of strongly Western-dominated 
parties. Groups clearly linked to 
the poor east won only 25 of the 
662 seats in the Bonn-based Bun- 
destag (lower house). 

Although he emerged trium- 
phant, Kohl received bad news 
about his plans to borrow huge 
sum of money to finance German 
unification. 

The day began with Economics 
Minister Helmut Haussmann 
quitting the cabinet amid what 
German television claimed was 
growing criticism over Hauss- 
mann ’s handling of the economy. 
A short while later. Stern maga- 
zine released an interview with 
central bank chief Karl Otto 
Poe hi, who criticised Khol’s plans 
to borrow up to 150 billion marks 
(SI 00 billion) next year to finance 
unification. 


under government control left 
Nicosia, Cyprus, as the only di- 
vided capital in the world. 

The restitution of state author- 
ity is seen as a major achievement 
in the government's efforts to end 
the civil strife that has left more 
than 150,000 people dead. 

The first phase of the plan went 
into effect with the completion 
earlier in the day of the withdraw- 
al of all the warring militias from 
the “greater Beirut” area. 

This extends along a 27- 
Idlometre coastal strip between 
the Dog River in tbe north and 
the D amour River in the south. 

The army started moving in 

after the 6,000-strong Lebanese 
Forces pulled out of the Christ- 
ian, east sector, of the capital to 
positions in the Christian hinter- 
land of Kesiouan province, north 
of greater Beirut. 

Tbe last remaining 2,000 
Lebanese Forces fighters rutn- 


The current forgeries (first in 
November 1987 and recently in 
February 1990) have focused ex- 
clusively on the new denomina- 
tion of JD 20. The 1987 fergery 
was technically crude and of very 
limited success. The recent 1990 
forgery is technically a serious 
and deceptive counterfeit. Be- 
tween February 1990 and 
Novemebr 1990 about 300 forged 
notes have been received by the 
Central Bank of Jordan from 
various sources. The only major 
source of forgery was the occu- 
pied territories. It is now fairiy 
established that the forgery has 
been master-minded by Israel in- 
telligence services (Mossad), and 
that large amounts of the JD 2C 
— perhaps in excess of JD 6 
million have been printed. 


Poehl, whose comments were 
confirmed by the Bundesbank's 
press office, said the proposed 
amount was too high. Instead, be 
demanded greater spending cuts. 

Big losers in Sunday’s elections 
were the leftist Social Democrats, 
the main opposition party, and 
the far- leftist Greens. Both par- 
ties had criticised Kohl’s rapid 
pace of unification and accused 
his Christian Democrats of 
underplaying the cost of brin ging 
tbe east up co the standard of tbe 
west. 

The Greens, Europe’s most- 
established ecology movement, 
lost most of its seats in parlia- 
ment, receiving only 3.9 per cent 
of the vote in western Germany. 
The Social Democrats, led by 
Oskar Lafontaine, polled 33 J5 
per cent. 


bled out of the neighbourhoods 
of Ashrafiyeh, Karan tin a and 
Nabaa in a convoy of 400 military 
vehicles, including 30 tanks deco- 
rated with coloured portraits of 
LF leader Samir Geagea and the 
militia's flag of a green cedar tree 
on a white background. 

Some of the trucks towed 
Soviet-made howitzers and twin- 
barrelled anti-aircraft guns. The 
completion of the withdrawal fol- 
lowed the evacuation of 1,660 
tons of ammunition over the pre- 
vious week. 

“Today we complete our with- 
drawal from greater Beirut which 
will come under the protection of 
the Lebanese army. We hope the 

army will soon be in control 
throughout the nation,” said the 
militia’s Voice of Free Lebanon 
radio. 

Army troops also started de- 
ploying in tbe western and south- 
ern sectors of the capital. 


Kohl takes on stronger liberal 


Army unites Lebanese capital 
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Gulf crisis, U.S. 
ig-term problem 


By Bemd Debosmann 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — No matter 
how the conflict in the Gulf is 
resolved, the United States is 
certain to face vexing long- 
term problems in the Middle 
Bast and seasoned analysts 
predict years of instability in 
the region. 

Winning a war against Iraq 
would strengthen two regional 
powers — Syria and Iran — 
who are inherently hostile to 

the United States. 

Any negotiated settlement 

that would leave the Iraqi 
power structure intact, experts 
say, would allow Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to por- 
tray himself as the man who 
made U.S. President George 
Bush blink, thus bolstering his 
claim to leadership of the Arab 
masses. 

In an astonishing about- 
face. Bush announced Friday 
he would send Secretary of 
State Janies Baker to Baghdad 
for direct talks with Saddam 
on the crisis. Previously, 
Washington bad ruled out 
face -to face meetings as long 
as Iraq occupied Kuwait. 

As the Bosh administration 
pondered its options since 
Aug. 2, experts say, little 
attention has been paid to the 
long-term implications of U.S. 
actions, tbeir impact on the 
regional balance of power, and 
the role Washington wants to 
play once the crisis is over. 

“They (the administration) 
do not appear to have thought 
it through.” said Yahia 
Sadowski. a Middle East ex- 
pert at the Washington -based 
Brookings Institution. “They 
have been busy with short- 
term crisis management.” 

Washington's dilemma was 
brought into sharp focus by 
hearings on the Gulf crisis 
before the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee which 
opened as the United States 
won United Nations blessing 
to go to war with Iraq if it 
refused to give up Kuwait by 
Jan. IS. 

Crushing Iraq by military 
force, the committee was told, 
would destabilise the Middle 
East, unleash anti-American 
sentiment throughout the re- 
gion, and require a long-term 
U.S. military presence. 

In turn, if Saddam would 
continue in power as a result of 
a negotiated withdrawal, the 


United States would lose cre- 
dibility in the eyes of its closest 
Arab allies and its strategic 
partner in the Middle East, 
Israel. 

“Saddam Hussein will con- 
tinue to be a destabilising 
force,” former Defence 
Secretary James ScfaJesgner 
told the Senate committe. But 
he added that if Saddam were 
removed, the region would not 
be stable either. 

“The sight of the United 
States inflicting a devastating 
defeat on Arab country... may 
result in enmity directed at the 
United States for an extended 
period among the public of 
some of the (Arab) nations 
now allied to us.” he said. 

Schlestnger and other wit- 
nesses recalled that the United 
Stares tilted towards Iraq in its 
war with Iran to prevent the 
Iranian government of Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini from dominating 
the Middle East. 

If Iraq were defeated in a 
war with the United States, he 
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said, Iran would emerge as the 
dominant regional power. 
Syria, now a tactical ally in the 
anti-Iraq coalition, would 
strive for the same role. 

Neither the Iranian lead- 
ership nor Syria's President 
Hafez AJ Assad, for yean a 
chief target of U.S. enmity, 
had long-term policy aims 
compatible with those of 
Washington. 

Some' analysts say that in 
Iraq itself, the removal of Sad- 
dam would bring to the fore forces 
implacably hostile to the Un- 
ited States. 

“The country's three main 
opposition forces are united in 
deep hatred of the United 
States,” said Rashid Khalidi of 
the University of Chicago's 
Centre for Middle Eastern stu- 
dies. 

He referred to the Iraqi 
Communist Party, A1 Dawa. a 
clandestine organisation of 
Shi'ite Muslims, and Kurdish 
opposition groups who feel the 
United States betrayed them 
by withdrawing support in the 
mid-1970s. 

“After a successful destruc- 
tion of the Iraqi army we might 
find ourselves defending Iraqi 
territory against Syrian and 
Iranian territorial ambitions,” 


said General William Odom, 
former head of National 
Security Agency. 

“Then the question becomes 
bow do we restore a stable 
regime in Iraq that would 
stand off those two opponents 
... sponsoring the construction 
of a new regime... would fall 
to us (Americans).” 

That is an undesirable op- 
tion. most experts on die re- 
gion believe, but leaving a 
large U.S. military force in 
Saudi Arabia for long while 
economic sanctions against 
Iraq contienue appears almost 
as undesirable. 

Analysts and officials famil- 
iar with Saudi Arabia, the 
world's largest oil exporter, 
say that the huge U.S. pre- 
sence has already begun to 
hasten a budding trend to- 
wards a more secular society 
and greater political participa- 
tion in a country run by a 
close-knit royal family. 

Such pressures could even- 
tually result in the collapse of 
family rule in Saudi Arabia, 
with unpredictable consequ- 
ences. 

Asked whether he could 
visualise an end to the Gulf 
crisis, either by force or nego- 
tiation. which would leave the 
United States looking good in 
the Middle East, the 
Brookings’s Sadowski's 
answer was categoric: “No." 

's view 

Former U.S. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger said 
Sunday U.S.-Iraq talks might 
damage the unity of the anti- 
Iraq coalition. 

Appearing on U-S. televi- 
sion, Kissinger said Bush's 
offer to send Baker for talks 
with Saddam would also en- 
courage other nations to talk 
separately to Iraq. 

“I gag at the idea of the 
secretary of state arriving in a 
state that is bolding a thousand 
American hostages, that has 
looted and raped a neighbour- 
ing country, which has dis- 
obeyed 12 U.N. resolutions 
that we have sponsored, and 
against which we have de- 
ployed so many forces,” said 
Kissinger, who was the Viet- 
nam war-era secretary of state 
in the administration of Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon. 

“There must be another wav 

m 

of conducting a negotiation 
with it than this way.” Kissin- 
ger said. 
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Israelis seal off homes 


(Continued from page 1) 

The unified leadership leaflet 
also praised the recent spate of 
attac.'Ji inside Israel and along its 
borders which have killed or in- 
jured several Israeli civilians and 
soldiers. 

The leafleft called the Egyptian 
border guard who killed fonr 
Israelis and wounded 25 on a 
road near the Red Sea town Eilat 
on Nov. 25, a hero of Palestine. 

“Greetings to our people... 
and heroes of the latest suicide 
missions in Lebanon and Pales- 
tine.'' said the dosing statement. 

Police announced they would 
tighten controls on Palestinians 
entering Israel in the wake of 
Sunday's attack. 

Radio stations reported in- 
creased checks Monday morning 
on Palestinian-owned vehicles en- 
tering the Tel Aviv area from the 
occupied West Bank. 

In the attack Sunday three 
Palestinian youths from the West 
Bank boarded a bus on a busy 
street and later stood up and 
knifed four passengers. 

A 2-i-year-old. Israeli later died 


of throat and chest wounds. 

Three other Israeli passengers 
were also wounded. 

A police demolitions expert 
who helped overtake the attack- 
ers on the bus. shot and killed 
one of them. Jafaar Omar Fares 
Dawikai, 17, as the youth bran- 
dished a knife at him . 

The other two asssaiiants were 
injured. One was shot in the 
band, and the other was beaten 
by passersby, Israeli reports said. 
They were later identified as 
Mohammad Abdnl Majid 
Sawalha. 19, aod Munir Hussein 
Ahmad Sawalha, 17. 

Soldiers sealed the home of 
Dawikai's family in the area of 
Nablus and the two Sawalha 
family houses in nearbv Azmut 

m m 

Monday morning, the army said. 

Army radio noted the sealings, 
done routinely to the homes of 
activists, was carried out more 
quickly tins time to avoid giving 
the families time to appeal to the 
supreme court. 

Since the three suspects were 
all from large families, the sealing 
of the houses put 37 people out 
on the street. 

Muslim fundamentalists. 


meanwhile, called a general 
strike in the nearby town of Qal- 
qilya in solidarity with Dawikat. 
the slam attacker. 

According to Arab reports. 
Dawikat was jailed for six months 
two years ago for on charges of 
activism with the Fateh move- 
ment. He was also reportedly 
wounded in the teg a year ago ns a 
dash with soldiers. 

Israeli reports stressed that the 
three Palestinians had no pre- 
vious criminal or guerrilla re- 
cords. 

The Maariv daily wrote in a 

m 

front-page commentary that the 
suspects appeared to typify’ a new 
generation of activists weary of 
stone-throwing dashes with sol- 
diers in which Arabs often are 
shot. 

Left-wing legislator Haim 
Orem said that the continued 
bloodletting showed the need for 
a political solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

“Every incident proves that 
only a political process can get us 
out of this bloody drde," Or on 
said, adding that calls for 
vengeance would only inflame 
the situation. 


Afghan Mifiahedeen with a captured government helicopter . Apart from an 
has lost its momentum. 


the rebel drive 


Afghan war — nobody is the winner 
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PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) — 
The war in Afghanistan has been 
a costly stalemate, a political, 
religious and military struggle 
that has failed to produce a clear 
victory for anyone. 

The war began in 1978 when 
the Communist government in 
Kabul tried to impose its ideas on 
the largely rural, Muslim people 
with age-old tribal traditions. 

It became a test of atheism 
against devout Islam and a show- 
down between the superpowers 
and their surrogates. As many as 
a dozen foreign countries have 
played some role in the conflict. 
The bloodiest and costliest of the 
1980s. 

The Soviet-backed government 
] won the cities; the U.S.- 
j supported guerrillas got the coun- 
i tryside. And everywhere the 
I Afghans lost — their ■ families, 

| their homes, their livelihoods. 
The fighting rained massive 


destruction on an impoverished 
but proud nation, killed or forced 
into exile one-third of the pre-war 
population of 15 million and left 
much of the country severely 
fragmented and under the control 
of warlords who answer to no 
one. 

The final chapter, still to be 
written, will likely show the fu- 
ture of Afghanistan ultimately 
must be decided by the Afghans 
themselves. 

Diplomats in Pakistan fre- 
quently compare the superpow- 
ers' entanglement in the 12-year- 
old war to Vietnam — it was easy 
to get in, hard to get out. 

After Moscow withdrew its 
troops in February 1989. the 
guerrillas tried to switch from 
their hit-and-run attacks to con- 
ventional assault. They were no 
match for the well-trained and 
well-equipped troops loyal to 
President NajibuDah. 


With a military victory by 
either side increasingly unlikely. 
Moscow and Washington called 
for a political solution. But the 
superpowers have encountered 
stumbling blocks over who will 
assume power and when the 
weapons supply will stop. 

Their clients have drafted and 
periodically revised proposals 
that they confidently assure will 
restore peace to their war-weary 
country. Each has turned thumbs 
down on the other’s plan. 

One obstacle has been the in- 
ternal struggles wi thin foe ruling 
Hezb-e-Watan (Party of the 
Homeland), which until this year 
was known as the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanis- 
tan. 

The party has been beset off 
and on by sometimes violent 
struggles between foe Khalq wing 
that dominates foe military, and 
the urban Parcham wing. 


Like the ruling party in Kabul, 
foe guerrillas also have suffered 
from a lack of unity. 

The seven main guerrilla 
groups based in Pakistan formed 
a shaky gove mm ent-ifl-exfle that 
they baited as the alternative to 
Najibullah. But foe guerrilla 
leaders had wide differences in 
platforms and foe govemment-m- 
exOe has remained ineffective, 
divided by personal ambitions 
and greed of money and power. 

“The only way out of this mess 
is for a neutral government with 
full international backing. Other- 
wise there will be chaos, anarchy 
and bloodshed,* 1 said Azim 
Nasser-Zia, spokesman for the 
moderate National Islamic Front- 

“ Afghanistan is becoming 
more and more fragmented. The 
disintegration of the countiy is in 
the process and unfortunately no 
on seems to be able to do any- 
thing about it," he said. 


Baghdad media say 
Moscow was bribed 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — Two lead- 
ing newspapers bitterly criticised 
the Soviet Union Monday renew- 
ing accusations that Moscow, 
once Iraq's main ally, was 
“bribed” to tide with Washington 
in the Gulf crisis. 

The English-language Baghdad 
Observer said Moscow received 
S4 billion in return for a vote in 
favour of a U.N. Security Council 
resolution which authorised milit- 
ary action against Iraq if its does 
not withdraw from Kuwait by 
Jan. 15. 

“The price of the Soviet 'yes’ 
was S4 billion paid by Saudi 
Arabia cm Washington's behalf,” 
the newspaper said. 

The army newspaper A1 Qadis- 
siyah, also echoing an Iraqi gov- 
ernment claim that Moscow was 
“bribed.” said in a front-page 
editorial that it felt “damn sorry 
for foe Soviet Union." 

“It would be better to see 
Staiin b power than (Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail) Gorbachev.” it 
said. 

In Moscow, officials have de- 
bed that the Kremlin bad re- 
curved money from Gulf coun- 
tries since the outbreak of the 
Golf crisis. 

Urey said Kuwait granted Mos- 
cow a 51 billion loan before Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of the emirate. 
But they noted that negotiations 
are under way for another 54 
billion to be paid by Sandi .Ara- 
bia. Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Iraq's relations with the Soviet 


Union, its main arms supplier 
during the 1980-88 Gulf war 
against Iran, have deteriorated 
since the invasion of Kuwait. 

Moscow has backed all 12 U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
against Iraq, including the last 
one on Thursday which contained 
the ultimatum. 

The anti-Soviet campaign coin- 
cided with a visit by a Soviet 
envoy who is seeking foe release 
of Soviet citizens, mainly oil spe- 
cialists and technicians, in Iraq. 

Sarkis Aririlian, an Ofl Minis- 
try official, discussed the issue 
with Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
Iraq's acting oil minister. Sunday. 

Iraq has blamed “misunder- 
standings and bureaucracy” for 
the delays in evacuating the 
Soviets who remained in Iraq. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze declared 
Thursday at the United Nations 
headquarters that Moscow “will 
not hesitate to use force” Co 
protect the estimated 5.000 
Soviet citizens still in Iraq. 

Baghdad reacted sharply to 
that statement, calling it provoca- 
tive. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Sunday that Shevardnadze 
“seems to be looking for a pretext 
to send troops to the region,” and 
warned foe Kremlin to “go no 
further than it has gone so far.” 

The statement made no overt 
threat against foe Soviets in Iraq, 
noting they “enjoy foil care and 
security.” 


Gulf crisis boosts 
Saudi-Soviet ties 
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RIYADH (AP) — The Soviet 
Union, its relations with Saudi 
Arabia blossoming because of the 
Gulf crisis, is sending a large 
delegation to Riyadh this month 
to look for embassy premises and 
hold talks on a badly needed 
loan, official sources said Sunday. 

A Saudi delegation led by the 
Foreign Ministry undersecretary 
for financial and admimstralive 
affairs. Mohammad Hussein 
Abdul Wall, is shopping in Mos- 
cow for Saudi embassy premises. 

The sources spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

It is less than three months 
since Saudi Arabia dropped its 
reserve of half a century and 
reestablished relations with Mos- 
cow broken off by Josef Stalin in 
1932. 

The two powers have much at 
stake in foe swift develop m e n t of 
those ties. 

The Saudis will insure Soviet 
support for the anti-Iraqi front 
and Soviet pressure on Iraq. The 
Soviets will count on foe riches of 
the oil-rich Arab kingdom, espe- 
cially needed because of their 
dire economic straits. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand Al Faisal, a sparing visitor 
to Moscow over the years, was in 
Moscow in the crucial days ahead 
of the U.N. Security Council re- 
solution approved Thursday to 
master more coordination in the 
mounting diplomatic and military 
pressure on Iraq. 

But be took along Finance 


Minister Mohammad Abal Khail 
as reports mushroomed about a 
muJtibfllion-dollar Saudi loan to 
the Soviet Union, and an even 
heftier assistance from the six 
states forming foe Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council. 

The reports mentioned loans of 
between 51 billion and $4_5 bil- 
lion from Saudi Arabia alone. 

The GCC states would provide 
at least 56 billion in the form of 
soft loans as weD as joint pro- 
jects. 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Saudi and GCC officials were 
not willing to confirm ■ the 
amounts involved, saying they 
would have to await the outcome 
of foe GCC meetings later thk 
month as foe aflianw gears for 
its annual summit. 

The rulers of the sax countries 
normally have to ratify major 
collective decisions at the 
summit. 

Kuwait has had relations with 
Moscow since shortly after it 
gained independence from Bri- 
tain in 1961. For years it tried in 
vain to press its conservative 
Arab neighbours to do likewise. 

Under pr e ss u re of foe 1980-88 
lian-Iraq war, O man and the 
United Arab Emirates estab- 
lished ties with the Soviet Union, 
as well as with China and Eastern 
European countries in the early 
1980s. 
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30 years 

for foiled 
Tel Aviv f 
attack 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — a* 
Israeli mffitajy court jailed g 
Arabs for 30 years each on Moo. 
day for a foiled seaborne ratf% 
May that prompted Washington 
to sever contacts with the Fries, 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO). 

Israel killed four Palestinians 
and captured 12 in the attempted 
speedboat raid on beaches n t* 
Td Aviv. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation Fttaj 
(PLF) faction led by Abu Abbas 
was behind foe assault, which tbe 
Israeli army said was launched 
from Libya. 

It prompted the United States 
to break off its 19-month dialogue 
with the FLO which had resumed 
after Chairman Yasser Arafat re- 
nounced terrorism in December 
1988. 

The three judges offered the 
defendants a chance to spetit 
before sentencing but then 
stalked out of the courtroom 
when tbe group's commander, 20- 
year-old Ahmkd Khali) Al Waar, 
tried to make a political state- 
ment. 

“A Palestinian state will arise. 
We are the front for foe libera- 
tion of Palestine. We fight for tbe 
people of Palestine,” he said in 
Arabic. 

Some defendants applauded 
Waar, including Zlad Al Alarm 
who had repudiated the PLF after 
his capture. 

U.S. President George Bush 
condemned attacks on cmHam 
but refused specifically to con- 
demn foe PLF assault, suggesting 
it believed the guerrillas intended 
to hit military targets. 

The men, aged between 2ft and 
30, were convicted last montbbf 
membership in a “terrorist” 
group, illegal possession of tins 
and attempted murder. ~ ~ 

The indictment said they ptor 
ned to attack foe U.S. embassy in 
Tel Aviv and kill as many people 
as possible. 

No Israelis were killed. - 

Tbe Lod court rejected pro- 
secution demands for Tife^ sent- 
ences. Two Israeli Arab defence 
att o rneys argued for leniency on 
grounds that no one was billed 
and the guerrillas surrendered 
without much r e sist a nce. 

The PLF, whose leader Abu 
Abbas is one of IS members of 
foe FLO Executive Committee, 
said it planned the attack to 
avenge the killing of seven 
Palestinian workers by an Israeli 
gunman near Te! Aviv earlier in 
May. 

The guerrillas later flashed a 
V-fbr-victory sign as they were 
ushered outside back ro jail, and 
a policeman was seen trying to 
push one of their hands down. 

The army later announced the 
capture of two Muslim fun- 
damentalist Palestinian grou p s m 
the West Bank, 

One group, of the Hamas fac- 
tion based in Ramallah, is sus- 
pected of a July 28 bombing on a 
Tel Aviv beach that killed Marine 
Kimmelman, 17, a tourist 
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Wiliowdale, Ontario, Canada, 
the army said. No other details 
were given. 

Israeli-backed militiamen of 
the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
killed five guerrillas Monday in 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon, SLA- 
ran radio said. 

The Voice of the Soothsaid the 
guerrillas were Mtiad during an 
attack on an SLA post at the 
village of Shoumariyefa. It said 
the fighting involved heavy 
machinegnns and rocket- 
propelled grenades. 
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Big turnout 
reported for 
Chamber of 
Commerce 


tied elections 


71V 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A big turnout 
of voters was reported at the 
Professional Association Com- 
plex Monday for the election of a 
21 -seal council — with a mandate 
for fotzr years — for the Amman 
Chamber of Commence. 

A total of 28 candidates are 


■S e acies) 



oq jj » running for the council seats and 
k. at least 40 per cent of the total 
norober of 17,159 eligible voters 
* W?t * ! £ was expected to cast ballots. 

1 ® r g3Qi^ The candidates are constituted 
in three groups and five indepen- 
dents. 

The voting was supervised by a 
committee headed by Islam A1 
Khatib, . Amman deputy gov- 
ernor, and six committees were 
assigned the task of counting the 
votes at the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce offices. 

KTiatib said that the voting was 
re United scheduled to end by 8 p.m. Mon- 
‘-month day, but that voters would be 
ich had ^ given a chance to come to the 
Passer voting centre by Tuesday at tbe 
m in DeSt ktest. 

^ Khatib said that out of the 28 
[ges offend candidates 10 were members of 
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the incumbent board, running for 
a second term. 

Tbe various vying groups had 
been carrying our an intensive 
campaign in the local press de- 
daring their programmes for im- 
proving the chamber’s perform- 
ance and providing better ser- 
vices to tire merchants and busi- 
nessmen in tile Amman area. 

Germany 
to grant 
DM 20m 

commodity 

loan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at tbe 
Royal Court Monday Dr. Hiroshi 
Nakajima, the World Health 
Organisation director general, 
who was accompanied by WHO’s 
Regional Director Hussein Jazairi. 

During die audience, Jordan's 
efforts to provide health services 
to the evacuees from tbe Gulf 


King Hussein conferred on 
Nakajima and Jazairi the Jorda- 
nian Independence Medal of the 
First Order in recognition of their 
humanitarian roles and their 
efforts, through tbe WHO, to 
serve victims of disasters and 


Health Minister Mohammad 
Addonb A1 Zaben was present at 
the 


Nakajima was also received by 
Prime Minister Mndar Badran 
and Minis ter of Planning Khaled 
Amin Abdullah for discussions 
on Jondan-WHO cooperation in 
health affairs and the general 
health situation among the 


thousands of evacuees who con- 
tinue to come to Jordan from the 
Gulf region. 

Badran reviewed with the 
WHO head health services Jot- 
dan offered to nearly one million 
evacuees so far, which entailed 
recruiting hundreds of doctors, 
nurses and paramedics to carry 
out humanitarian services. 

Tbe prime minister also gave 
details about tbe financial losses 
Jordan incurred as a result of 
giving shelter, food, health and 
transportation services to tbe eva- 
cuees who have been fleeing the 
Gulf region after the start of the 
Gulf crisis Aug. 2. 

Badran appealed to the World 
Health Organisation to compen- 
sate Jordan which, be said, was 
the worst affected party in the 
region as a result of the Gulf 


Nakajima voiced WHO’s 
appreciation of Jordan’s private 
and public organisations* efforts 
to help evacuees of 100 nationali- 
ties, and promised that the orga- 
nisation would exert all efforts to 


provide Jordan with urgent 
health assistance and to supply 
the Kingdom with medicine much 
of which was used for the eva- 
cuees. 

The minister of planning 
briefed Nakajima on tbe present 
health situation in the country 
and the extra burden the King- 
dom had to shoulder by providing 
a ssistan ce to the evacuees on the 
one hand and by offering health 
care now to the thousands of 
Jordanian expatriates who have 
returned to the Kingdom follow- 
ing Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Nakajima said that WHO 
understood the difficulties Jordan 
was facing and it would provide 
medicine, services for related to 
health, maintenance and training 
to personnel. 

Nakajima. who is on a week- 
long visit to Jordan, which started 
Saturday, is accompanied by Dr. 
Hussein Jazairi WHO regional 
director, and other WHO offi- 
cials. 


1 9 injured, 

15 cars 
damaged 
in accident 

By Ahmad Krtishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 19 people 
were injured and bruised and 
j more than 15 cats were damaged 
j in a road accident which occurred 
i in Amman Monday. 

The accident, the worst of is 
kind to be reported in tbe Am- 
man region over the past two 
years, occurred Al Muadar dis- 
trict downtown Amman when a 
bus operated by the Public Trans- 
port Corporation (PTC) sped 
down the slope of the Muzdar hill 

when its driver lost control over it 
possibly due to faulty brakes, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD). 

The bus, which at the time was 
foil of passengers, hit cars parked 
along the main road in tbe Muz- 
dar district where h was heading 
to from AJ Wihdar area. Eyewit- 
nesses said it must have' been 
doing 100 kilometres an hour. 

Apart from hitting cars, the bus 
damaged several stores along the 
street leading to tbe Italian Hos- 
pital before coining to a final stop 
at Saqf Al Sail area nearby. 

Scores of civil defence officers 
with their vehicles and equipment 
rushed to the scene of tbe acci- 
dent to cany the injured to hos- 
pital. The victims were taken to 
Al Bashir Hospital and the Italian 
Hospital, nearest to the area, and 
cranes were used to lift the dam- 
aged cars from the street. 

Contacted by telephone, Al 
Bashir Hospital said that 13 per- 
sons in all had been admitted for 
treatment and chat all but two 
had remained and were described 
in medium condition. 

The Italian Hospital said all tbe 
six persons admitted were still 
being treated. A doctor in charge 
said that five of the victims were 
in medium condition but the sixth 
was described in dangerous con- 
dition. The victim is being treated 
at the intensive care unit. 



j His Majesty King H ossein Monday receives former Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega (Petra photo) 

| King Hussein, Nicaraguan leader 

l 

I hold talks on Gulf crisis 

I American proposal a 
turning point — Ortega 


By Serene Hahn and Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Cold depression, rain 
expected by Thursday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Jorda- 
nian government is to receive a 
DM 20 million in commodity loan 
from tbe Federal Republic of 
Germany, to be channelled 

through tiie German Develop- J AMMAN (J. 7^) —ilain^ which/ tins year, A bands said that rain in 
ment Bank, payable over tbe 3 I has long been expected in Jorcino, November, which is start of tbe 
coming 30 years, in -accordance fa predicted befpre^he 1 yyeekenjd frainy season in Jordan, was very 
with an agreement signed at the as the front that caused high" ^scarce and far below the average 
Ministry of P l a nning here Mon-sz temperatures has now ’receded*' "afl~regiohs of the country. 


later flaski 
i as they* 
ack to 


The disbursement of tbe soft 
loan will take effect once Jordan 
concludes arran gem e n ts with the 
bank which will define the terms 
of tbe loan and tbe way m winch 
it will be used, according tr a 
statement following tbe stoning 
ceremony. 

Tbe statement said that the 
loan was not part of tbe capital 
assistance pro gra m me which is 
being given by Germany to Jor- 
dan. 

The loan agreement was signed 
by Minister of Planning Khaled 
A -min Abdullah and the German 
seen n?? charge d’affaires in Amman, 
r banasst With the conclusion of Mon- 
annouDW- deal. Germany would have 
Muslin ■ granted Jordan a total of DM 75 
timan mill i nn in commodity loans. I jwt 
year the two sides signed an 
agreement under which Jordan 
obtained a DM 55 million loan of 
S bombing which Jordan has so far received 
at killed DM 45 milli on with the remaining 
a temris £ DM 10 million forthcoming at a 
later dare. 

Last month, Germany was the 
first donor country to fulfill its 
militia®* 5 pledge of financial assistance to 
,n Army Jordan, to help the country cope 
[]as with the adverse effects of the 

ar ed Gulf crisis, by signing an agree- 
S- 1 meat granting tbe Kingdom a 
41 million, nearly $120 mfl- 
- Soulli fi° n - 

[i}ed durif ; Jordan is among the recipients 

» post ai F of tbe largest per capita amount 

any eh 


the Ham* : 
jnallah. 


giving way to a low denression 
that will be affecting the * astern 
Mediterranean region as of 
Thursday, according to Director 
General of Meteorology Depart- 
ment Ali Abanda. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Abanda 
said that heavy rains during De- 
cember normally give reason for 
optimism that the agricultural 
season would be abundant. 

“Several cold fronts have now 
started affecting western and cen- 
tral European regions -and they 
are gradually moving towards the 
Mediterranean. Three fronts are 
causing cold polar winds to push 
towards the Mediterranean and 
Jordan will be affected by them 
by Thursday when there is a good 
chance of ram,” Abanda said in 
his statement- 

in reviewing the rainy season 


He said that thundershowers 
occurred in the second half of 
October in eastern and badia 
regions, followed by cold fronts 
with rain in the central regions in 
the first half of November. But he 
said that rain was scarce so far 
throughout the whole area of the 
Mediterranean Sea and North 
Africa due to the presence of a 
high depression which brought in 
dry and relatively hot winds that 
caused a rise in temperture. 

According to Abanda, over the 
last 66 years there were 18 years 
without rain in October and 
November, and 1990 was one of 
them. He said rain was expected 
during December. 

Last Friday the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs orga- 
nised prayers at mosques all over 
the country invoking rain. 
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of German aid. Since 1955 Jordan 
has received about DM 1.42 bil- 
lion within the framework of eco- 
nomic cooperation. 


Blood donation 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Blood 
donation campaign started Mon- 
day at tbe Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST). 
Tbe week-long campaign is orga- 
nised by JUSTs Health Educa- 
tion Club. Dr. Thiab Jireisat, 
who is supervising the campaign, 
described tbe turnout of students 
to donate their blood as good and 
highligh ted the cooperation of 
those in charge of the Blood 
Bank at Princess Basma Hospital 
in Irbid. He said the campaign 
was launched to make up for tbe 
shortage at the blood bank. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following (fetfnw are compiled bom monthly bulletins and 
the dady Arabic press. Readers are advised . to verify the listed 

tone and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Rrhnjw^ of 39 pniwrtngq by Iraqi artist Hafmat Muhammad 

AH at Abdul WmmmwI Shaman Foundation Gallery (10 ami. - 5 
P-m-> 

fr BAqrt rtnn of British archaeological projects in Jordan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

b RiMfcjt hm of Palestinian embroidery at fire Royal Cultural 


fr Plastic art exhibition by Jordanian artist Anwar H ai htarifn at 
Mata Univers i t y . 


— Lectin “1990 Excavations and Surreys In Wadi AI 

Yabta, Northern Jordan” by Prof! Gaetano Palumbo at 
Yarmonk University ’s Institute of Archaeology and 
antiiropology-3:00 pjn. 

a 

FILM 

a 

— German sBcnt raw < D*s K a h i nrt t dcs Dr. C a l lga ri ” 

(1919 production; presented as part at the Frta-Lang-fflm- 
featival) at tire Goethe Institnte-fcOO p-m- 


JD 2.5m 
worth of 
narcotics 
burnt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Narcotics 
estimated to be worth JD 2.5 
million at street value went np in 
flames when they were burnt in 
the cement factory kilns Monday 
by the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD). 

A PSD spokesman said that tire 
haul burnt in the included 
2,500 kilogrammes of hashish, 
1,100 grammes of herion, 200 

grammes of opium and 321,396 

captagon pills. 

The narcotics, be said, were 
seized in 85-smuggting cases in- 
volving 150 persons of local, non- 
Jordanian Arab and foreign 
nationalities, all referred to trial. 

According to die PSD spokes- 
man, the drugs were being traf- 
ficked through Jordanian terri- 
tory to neighbouring Arab states 
when they were seized and the 
smugglers arrested. 

He said that the drugs were 
seized between January 1, 1989 
and June 30, 1990. 

PSD assistant director for 
administration and representa- 
tives of the judiciary and con- 
cerned government ministries 
were present at the burning of the 
narcotics in tiie Fuheis factory. 



i AMMAN — Former Nicaraguan 
'■ President Daniel Onega, said 
: that Iraq was willing to support a 
i peaceful settlement to all the 
t conflicts in the region, including 
i the Palestinian problem. Ortega, 
j who concluded a second visit to 
| Iraq this month, held talks with 
I Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
| with whom he discussed the re- 
■ cent American initiative. 

“I think that the American 
proposal is a turning point where 
.different views are exchanged ,’’ 
Onega told the Jordan Tunes. 
On tbe other hand, he added, if 
this is “a waste of tune” like 
American Vice President Dan 
Quayle had said recently, then 
the proposal “will pave the way 
for an American-led military con- 
frontation,” Ortega, head of the 
opposition Sandinista Liberation 
Front of Nicaragua, said. 

Ortega also expressed hope the 
American saide would be lenient 


in order to “work together to 
reach a peaceful solution,” he 
said. 

“I will keep working with diffe- 
rent delegations and listen to 
different views from North and 
South on the situation, to reach a 
settlement to the crisis,” Ortega 
said. He also added that he was 
working on a peace initiative 
stemming from talks between 
North and South. Ortega refused 
to elaborate further on the nature 
of tbe initiative, but stressed that 
continuous efforts were exerted 
towards peace in the region. 

During his visit to Iraq the 
former Nicaraguan president held 
extensive talks with Yasser Ara- 
fat, chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and president of the Palestine 
state. “We talked about the 
Palestinian problem and the need 
to link it with other problems in 
the area," Onega said, describing 
the talks with Arafat as being 
“very important.” 

Earlier Ortega had refereed to 
the Gulf crisis as a conflict be- 


rween north and south and said 
that the outcome would decide 
the future of the United Nations 
and the respect of international 
law. 

Asked about the latest United 
Nations resolution authorising 
the use of force against Iraq if it 
did not withdraw from Kuwait, 
Ortega said that this resolution 
went against tbe spirit of the 
United Nations Charter. “Tbe 
Charier calls for peaceful settle- 
ments of world crises, but in this 
case the new resolution calls for a 
military confrontation to solve 
this crisis,” Onega said. 

His Majesty King Hussein re- 
ceived Ortega at the Royal 
Court. King Hussein and Onega 
reviewed the latest developments 
in the Gulf crisis and the outcome 
of Onega’s visits to several mem- 
ber states of the non-aligned 
movement in order to reach a 
political solution to tbe crisis. 

Wednesday Onega leaves for 
Germany to hold talks with for- 
mer Chancellor Willy Brandt. 


School curricula should include 
development programmes -Hamdan 


Young girts display dresses ornated with Palestinian embroidery 

Karaki opens Palestinian 
embroidery exhibition 


| By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of Culture 
Khaled Karaki Monday paid tri- 
bute to the heroic struggle of the 
Palestinian people who, he said, 
is currently waging a fight for 
survival and for protecting Arab 
identity and culture in Palestine. 

Speaking upon his opening of a 
three-day exhibition of Palesti- 
nian embroidery at the Royal 
Cultural Centre' in Amman, the 
minister said that the Jordanian 
people “will not spare any mo- 
ment or effort in the ongoing 
drive to back our brothers, die 
Palestinians, in their just struggle 


for freedom.” 

“The exhibition is an express- 
ion of solidarity designed to offer 
moral and material support for 
the families of the killed or 
wounded and detained in Israeli 
jails,” the minister pointed out. 

Karaki thanked “Inaash Al 
Usra,” the charitable society 
which organised the exhibition 
whose proceeds wifi benefit the 

victims of Israeli atrocities daring 

the Palestinian intifada. 

The exhibition displays sam- 
ples of embroideries supplied by 
5,400 women in 85 villages wi thin 

the Ramallah-AI Bireh region in 
Occupied Palestine. . 


By Maha 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) Monday opened a four- 
day consultative meeting on 
population education and de- 
velopment with delegates calling 
for the incorporation of the de- 
velopment programme into the 
schools' curricula. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Dr. Moham- 
mad Hamdan said that increasing, 
people's awareness of the prob- 
lems that arise from population 
explosion was important in solv- 
ing this problem. 

“The population explosion is 
threatening the existence of man- 
kind,” Hamdan said. “And by 
incorporating the development 
programme into school curricula 
and adult education facilities, 
people would become aware of 
the dangers of the continuously 
increasing world population.” 

He added that it was necessary 


to show the public the rela- 
tionship between the population 
explosion and the economic and 
social factors. 

Hamdan pointed out that two 
world conferences were held to 
discuss this problem. “The 
population explosion was discus- 
sed in a conference in Bucharest 
in 1974 and in Mexico in 1984.” 

“In 1984 a first such conference 
was held in the Arab World and it 
took place in Amman,” Hamdan 
said. 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim 
Kazim, personal representative 
of the director general of UN- 
ESCO in the Arab World and 
director of United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities (UN- 
FPA) said that increasing world 
populations have already created 
many catastrophes. 

“We have seen famine and 
disaster already,” Kazim said. 
“And I want to sound the warn- 
ing siren so that we all find out 
solutions for this problem.” 

Kazim added that the meetings 
to discuss tbe subject of “popula- 


tion explosion were not only “fes- 
tivals to enjoy,” and that action 
was necessary to implement the 
suggestions that would be 
brought up at such meetings to 
solve the population issue. 

“We are in a historical bind as 
Arabs and as human beings,” 
Kazim said. “And responsibility 
is essential for the increase of the 
Arab World’s awareness of the 
crises associated with the popula- 
tion explosion." 

Kazim said the most important 
thing was to start implementing 
tbe programmes. “We musi 
adopt a positive attitude and be- 
gin with a great deal of deter- 
mination to inform the Arab 
World of this population educa- 
tion and development program- 
me. 

The meeting was attended by 
directors of population education 
departments, university profes- 
sors, and others concerned with 
the matter discussed. 


Mohammad Ali leaves 
with released Americans 


House meets Wednesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will hold a 
meeting Wednesday under the chair manshi p of its S peaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat and in the presence of Prime Minister Mndar Badran 
and the Council of Ministers. Tbe House will discuss issues of interest 
to dozens. The House’s Legal Committee met Monday and tiwwwi 
the Jordanian Armed Forces' martyrs draft law, the state property 
draft law and the orphans* funds management and development draft 
law. 



AMMAN (AP) — A Tristar jet- 
liner carrying boxing great 
Mohammad Ali and 15 Amer- 
icans released by Iraq returned to 
Amman Monday after develop- 
ing technical problems over 

Jordanian airspace. 

“There was nothing serious. It 
was a simple technical failure in 
the engine," said Royal Jorda- 
nian Public Relations Director 
Samir Mutawi. 

“The captain preferred to clear 
this slight technical fault and be- 
cause be was dose to Amman he 
decided to rerun) and fix it,” 
Mutawi said. 

Mutawi refused to specify the 
nature of the problem. 

All passengers aboard the air- 
craft were reported safe after 
flight RJ267, destined for New 
York, made an emergency land- 
ing at Amman Airport 30 minutes 
after takeoff. 

Following a seven-hour wait at 

Amman Airport the same aircraft 
was readied and took off at 6:30 
p.m. 

Two Canadians were also 
aboard the flight to New York. 
They had been released by Iraq 
after three Candian parliamenta- 
rians travelled to Baghdad to 
meet with Iraqi officials. 


British Embassy spokesman 
Bruce Bucknell said six Britons 
who arrived in Jordan on Sunday 
with the Americans and Cana- 
dians also were headed home. 

He said the Britons were all 
employees of the U.S.-based 
Bechtel Corporation which was 
handling their travel schedules. 

“Some of the six left Amman 
for Europe late Sunday and 
others are scheduled to leave 
Monday for London,” Bucknell 
said. 

The Britons were among a 
group of 15 whose release was 
obtained by left-wing parlia- 
mentarian Tony Benn who visited 
Baghdad last month. 

Reporters were not allowed to 
speak to any of the passengers 
Monday. The Birtons, Americans 
and Canadians were rushed 
through the departure lounge 
away from cameramen and repor- 
ters. 

Iraq refers to the Westerners as 
“guests” and calk them “heroes 
of peace.” It holds many of them 

at strategic sites to deter an attack 
by the multinational forces 
assembled in the Gulf to counter 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Ali, who met until Saddam 


Hussein in Baghdad last week, 
intends to return to Iraq for 
Christmas to try to win the re- 
lease of more Americans, said 
Arthur Morrison, Ali's spokes- 
man. 

No details were immediately 
available on the whereabouts of 
an unknown number of Amer- 
icans who, Morrison, said were 
also released by Iraq after an 
appeal by Ali. 

The Americans were em- 
ployees of a company called 
Lummus and were being flown 
out of Baghdad on a chartered 
flight, Morrison said. 

Meanwhile, a group of nine 
British women were preparing to 
leave for Baghdd Wednesday 
with hopes that they would be 
able to secure tbe release of their 
husbands and relatives. 

The group arrived in Jordan 
(ate Sunday and was waiting zor 
21 others to reach Amman Mon- 
day before proceeding to the 
Iraqi capital. 

An earlier group of British 
wives and relatives met with Sad- 
dam Hussein last month in Bagh- 
dad and won the release of 10 
British men. 
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Peace chance 


improves 


IN A French television interview a couple of days ago Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein pot the chances of war in the 
Golf at “fifty-fifty." One would prefer to view the recent 
developments set in motion by U.S. President George Bosh’s 
offer to talk with his Iraqi counterpart as making the 
chances even better in favour of peace. When the Iraqi 
leader stated also in the wake of Washington’s recent 
overture that there is plenty of room to arrive at a 
compromise solution provided the intended talks are 
genuine and profound be effectively tilted the pendulum in 


has hinted that It is 


had all the ingredients 


5 willing to com p romise provided there is 
lEng to listen. Iraq’s initiative of Ang. 12 
Seats n e cessa ry for a compromise but at 
rsary was willing to see that there was an 
peaceful way oat of the Kuwaiti conflict. 


opportunity for a 


that Iraq is ready and abie to entertain a military 
withdr awal from Kuwait under appropriate riren instances. 
It would not have been a tragedy to accommodate an Arab 
side by malting commitments that the Palestinian question 
and the broads' Arab- Israeli conflict would be dealt with in 
earnest concurrently with or immediately after the resolu- 
tion of the Gulf crisis. All that Washington and London had 
to say then was to make an open and “unequivocal 
declaration that a U.N. conference on the Middle East 
would be convened and for the permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council to put their seal of consent on such a 
move. This issue of dealing with the Palestinian problem and 
the Arab-Israeh conflicts will no doubt come up when the 
talks between Baghdad and Washington get going. 

Surely it is not beyond the ingenuity or the West to find a 
formula that binds them to the genuine search for peace in 
the Middle East without appearing to have succumbed to 
pressure. In other words there is room here too for a 
compromise and the U.S.-Iraqi projected talks can ent e rt ain 
such an eventuality without difficulty. Meanwhile, Washing- 
ton removed another big hurdle in the face of the chances of 
peace in the Gulf when U.5. Secretary of State James Baker 
affirmed that Washington has no designs on Iraq, its 
territorial integrity or its defence capability in the c o n t ext of 
a peaceful resolution. Thus be allayed the fears of the Arab 
side that Washington was bent on the destruction of that 
most viable Arab country. During the past few months there 
were repeated reckless statements from the U.S. w hich were 
fanned by Israel and its ardent s up porters hi the U-S. that 
toppling the Iraqi r e gim e and the destruction of Iraq as a 
military power was an ntfegral part of the overall American 
objective in the region. Baker’s assurances to the co n tr a ry, 
though not enough to asmage aB Arab fears and ttibula- 
tions, will nevertheless help lay to rest not only Baghdad's 
fears but aho the ferns of the rest of the Arab World that the 
destruction of Iraq is no longer an objective of the West. It b 
equally ass urin g that Baker’s statements on all the other 
issues touching on the security and stability of the region, 
in cluding the pr es e nc e and development of mass destructive 
weapons, are matters to be dealt with independently of the 
immediate Kuwaiti situation. Baghdad can now talk in a 
much more relaxed mood and in the process can afford to be 
infinitely more forthcoming on the terms of the aspired-to 
peace accord. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT is not true that tbe United States had offered a peace initiative 
to Iraq because it was Iraq which first declared it was witling to 
discuss the question peacefully and was ready for dialogue with 
Washington to achieve peace and security in the Gulf, said Ai Ra'i 
daily Monday. When Iraq announced its Aug. 12 initiative and 
said that it was willing to withdraw from Kuwait, the world 
realised that Baghdad was extending a hand of peace to all 
concerned parties and was wilting to end the issue peacefully, said 
the paper. During the past months Washington and its allies had 
been beating the drums of war and issuing one tbeat after another 
having ensured sanctions on Iraq, the paper added. The United 
States has been making no secret its enmity towards the Arabs in 
general and Iraq in particular, and has not concealed its desire to 
destroy Iraq's infrastructure and liquidate Sa d da m Hussein, tbe 
paper noted. It said that the American people's refusal to fight a 
war to protect undemocratic regimes and to ensure tbe flow of oil. 
plus the Iraqi' firm stand vis-a-vis threats coming from tbe West, 
have forced Washington to respond favourably to Iraq's calls for 
peace and dialogue. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily casts doubts on Moscow's stand with 
regard to the Gulf crisis and says that its attitude is indeed 
regrettable. Basal Ayesb notes that since the outbreak of tbe Gulf 
crisis in August, the Soviet Unions first announced it was not 
willing to participate in a war on Iraq regardless of the world 
condemnation of its invasion of Kuwait and the deployment of 
forces in the Gulf. Later however. Moscow stressed tbe need for a 
peaceful solution for the problem but only a short while 
afterwards it declared that ir could take part in a war with a 
symbolic force to evict the Iraqi troops from Kuwait, the writer 
notes. He says that Moscow has actually chosen to serve as a 
bystander, watching the events and America's aggression without 
committing itself to anything to help solve the issoe peacefully and 
awaiting the outcome of aggression so that it can have a piece of 
the cake and share with others any bonus that might come out of 
this military adventure. Moscow’s attitude is more or less similar 
to the Roman governor of Jerusalem Pclaio who handed over 
Jesus Christ to the Jews to crucify' him. and at the same time 
announced that it was not his fault and be was quite innocent 
hoping to be absolved of any blame, the writer points out. Ayesh 
whether the Soviet Union's destiny has fallen under the 
mercy of tbe Zionists' whims and desires after that country had 
adopted ‘.‘peres tro ika" and the “glassnost" strategies. He says that 
tbe Soviet leaders should realise that they might not be able to 
take part in an aggression on Iraq even with a symbolic force. 


Texas Rangers and the Rest of the West 


WHATEVER his motives may have been. George Bush has done 
something sensible in proposing talks with the Iraqi government, 
and one hopes that these days will mark a tuning point for the 
better in the Gulf crisis (though it was pretty mean of him, at this 
moment of hope for at least psychological detente, to let loose 
Dan Ouayle on us...). Both Washington and Baghdad now have 
to come to grips with the hard new realities of the world, and act 
accordingly during the upcoming talks. 

For Americans, the Texas Rangers and the Rest of the West, 
the new realities mean that the e x pr ess ions of pan-Arab identity 
and national political e xpr e ssi on must be accepted, rather than 
confronted, as the fundamental power balance in this part of the 
world shifts. The forces of Arab domestic autocracy are losing 
ground, while the fusion of tbe forces of democratic pluralism, 
pan-Arab nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism is gaining 
ground (note the Jordanian Parliament as a good example of 
trends which should dominate much of the rest of the Arab World 
in coming years). 

For Iraq, the new realities mean that it will have to withdraw 
from Kuwait, because the entire world, including all the Arab 
states, agree on this point. I would think that Iraq has much to 
gain politically from announcing during the coming six weeks that 
it is prepared to withdraw from Kuwait, if a satisfactory structure 
is established which would allow bilateral disputes with Kuwait to 
be resolved fairly. Iraq and all tbe Arabs will emerge with 
considerable political gains, because the fundamental political 
issues of concern to the vase majority of Arabs have been 
dramatically placed on the agenda of the world. 

Specifically, political trends in tbe Arab World and Arab- 
intemationa] relations are likely to change for tbe better, because 
the Gulf crisis to date can count five clear achievements: 

1. It has pointed out tbe deep bitterness and anger through- 
out much of tbe Arab World against the politically docile 
surplus wealth of tbe Gulf oil-producers which is largely 
invested outside the Arab World. Inter- Arab trade, aid. 
investment and labour flows should become more mutual- 
ly productive and rational in the wake of the crisis, given 
the recognition of tbe repercussions of the wide socio- 
economic disparities wi thin tbe Arab World. 

2. It has pointed out tbe importance of democracy and 
participatory government as a right of all Arab nationals, 
and is likely to speed up tbe spread of democratic pluralism 


throughout the Arab countries, including the Gulf, Iraq, 
Syria and others. 

3. It has rekindled tbe ambers of Arab nationalism, and 
heightened awareness of a) the ravages of the efismember- 
ment of the Arab Nation by the British and French after 
World War I, and b) the need to integrate pan-Arab 
human, natural and material resources in order to achieve 
Arab aspirations to development and dignity. 

4. It has bluntly reawakened the world to international double 
standards applied in different conflicts in the region, and 
has added a sense of urgency to resolving the Palestine 
issue in a just and permanent manner. 

5. It has forced the Western powers, especially tbe United 
States, to look beyond the flag waving and the sloganeering 
of the “new world order," and to start recognising that 
there is nothing new, worldly or orderly about a global 
vision which sees freedom, democracy and integration in 
Eastern Europe but domestic autocracy, economic regres- 
sion. regional dismemberment and international subjuga- 
tion and exploitation in the Arab World. 

These are powerful gains, which should be nurtured and 
harnessed for future Arab objectives. I believe they can be. and 
thus we may be entering a moment of the most s i gn ificant 
historical chang e in the region since the days of European infamy 
and duplicity in the first half of this century. The urgent priority 
now is to avert a catastrophic war in the Gulf and simultaneously 
to launch a political dialogue on all the outstanding issues which 
plague the region. 

Iraq must realise that it cannot stand alone against the world, 
and if it maintains its rigid position, the world will liberate Kuwait 
through force. The economic, human and political cost of aGuif 
war will be great, especially to the Arabs. 1 suspect that this is tbe 
moment for Iraqi leadership to assess its gains and losses to date, 
and to act accordingly. I also suspect that it has done precisely 
this, which explains its positive -response to tbe Bush proposal for 
talks (along with tbe cigarettes and fruits and vegetables to the 
embassies in Kuwait...). 

The fact that Washington and Baghdad are soon likely to be 
talking directly in a highly visible dialogue of senior officials is 
going to make the Arabs look rather foolish if they remain as they 
are today, spKt into two camps that barely talk to one another. 


Therefore, I would look for a serious effort at inter-Arab 
reconciliation in the very near future. This is viral became if Iraq 
is going to make concessions, it will not make them to the Texas 
Raugcrt and the Rest of the West it wfll make them m the 
context of tbe Arab World, within a larger framework of 
international legal and moral guarantees — but that Arab World is 
now two Arab Worlds that have to get back together again. 

This process of intra-Arab reconc iliat ion seems to me the most 
important aspect of the next phase of this region’s histoiy, ft* ft 
will have to include a process of sorting out the true from tbe fake 
among Arab political sentiments, and sorting out the merchants 
«n/i the nationalists among the Arab political leaders. When die 
nurin^ go back home, the Arab World wfll e mbark o n a 
long-term process of political accountability and reorganisation 
which will sort out out Marcoses from our Aquinos. A better 
Arab World wfll emerge from tbe process. 

If we can resolve the immediate crisis without & war, the net 
result of tbe conflict shall have been to have violently shaken up 
all the elements of this region which have combined to bring us to 
a historical low point in the late 19S0s. One can argue, as I do, 
that the occupation of Kuwait was not the most appropriate way 
to resolve a key local problem which symbolised many of .the 
Jazger problems of tbe region. Bat such arguments are meani ng, 
less, because Iraq did occupy and annex Kuwait, and therefore we 
have to deal with tbe real world. 

The real world tells us that there are a score of deeply complex 
and often historical problems that are root causes of this present 
crisis If Iraq plays its diplomatic cards carefully. It should be able 
to ran in the assortment of hints, gestures, confessions, promises 
and offers that Western and Arab capitals have made in recent 
months vis-a-vis key Arab and international issues — such as 
resolving tbe Palestine problem, redressing inter-Arab imba- 
lances, implementing U.N. Security Council resolutions with 
equal vigour in all cases, or applying a single standard of 
international morality and law to all conflicts in tbe region. 

This to me a major victory for the cause of Arab rights 
and justice, as well as for regional stability and international 
peace. The Iraqis will be able to claim considerable credit for such 
achievements in a post-conflict era — if they can use the dialogue 
that seems about to begin to reorient the resolution of the region’s 
problems from a nnhtaiy to a political mode. 


By Howard Gofer 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir will speak to tbe leader of 
Israel’s closest ally for tbe first 
■time in 10 months when be meets 
U.S. President George Bush in 


Still good friends 


Bosh issued a White House 
invitation last month apparently 
to try to ease the strains caused 
by Shamir's refusal in March 10 
accept U.S. proposals for peace 
talks with Palestinians, said 
Israeli spokesman Avi Pazner. 

The leaders have corresponded 
but not spoken since a phone call 
last February. Bush had mean- 
while talked regularly to his Arab 
allies in tbe Golf crisis — states 
officially at war with Israel de- 
spite a lack of hostilities. 

“I think President Bosh is in- 
terested in opening a fresh page," 
Pazner, Shamir’s senior adviser, 
told Reuters. He said the meeting 
would take place on December 
11 . 

“I think there is interest from 
the American side to halt spe- 
culation about tbe worsening of 
tire relationship — and to invite 
Shamir » the normal tiling to 
do," he said. 

Pazner dismissed Israeli press 


speculation tbe invitation to visit 
Washington while Shamir was 
planning to be in the United 
States was Israel's reward for not 
complaining too loudly about the 
U.S. -Syrian summit meeting in 
Geneva. 

Bush met President Hafez AJ- 
Assad of Syria. Israel’s arch- 
enemy. for talks on maintaining 
an Arab-American alliance 
against Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein who triggered the Gulf crisis 
by seizing Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

Although surely disappointed, 
Shamir refrained from criticising 
the talks with Assad, apparently 
preferring to keep Israel’s profile 
low m the Gulf crisis and avoid 
further friction with Washington. 

The United States supplies 
three billion dollars a year in aid 
to Israel but relations are chilled 
by frustrated peace efforts. Sha- 
mir's handling of the Palestinian 
uprising and the continued settle- 
ment of Jews in tbe occupied 
Arab lands. 

At one point Bush's Secretary 
of Stae. Janies Baker, said Israel 
could call the White House when 


serious about peace. 

Israeli political sources and the 
leaders of American Jewish 
groups say a friendship that 
seemed unshakeable has given 
way to mutual distrust and bick- 
ering. 

Last month Israel defied 
Washington by refusing to help a 
U.N. inquiry into the police kill- 
ing of 18 arabs in a Jerusalem 
riot. The United States hoped an 
inquiry, handled swiftly, would 
enable tbe U.N. to focus on the 
Gulf. 

But Israel has felt its. own 
security- .interests,, were being 
minimised or ignored by a U.S. 
administration cultivating new re- 
lations with Arab states. 

Political sources in Israel and 
Washington say the Bush-Shamir 
problem is personal as well as 
political. 

Shamir was received at the 
White House when he visited tbe 
United States in November 1989 
but Bush waited to tbe last mi- 
nute to issue tbe invitation — a 
calculated display of displeasure 
over Israel’s stance on peace 



talks. 

This time, Pazner said, Shamir 
had not sought the invitation 
directly or indirectly. Nor did be 


expect Shamir to raise new ideas 
on tbe Arab-Israeli conflict, given 
the focus now on the Gulf crisis. 
“We may have differences. We 


don’t have to agree on every- 
thing,” Pazner said, insisting 
however, “We can still remain 
good friends.” 
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By W illiam MaClean 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC). South Africa's old- 
est and most influential anti-apar- 
theid movement, is showing signs 
of strain on foe last lap of its 
marathon 78-year ca mp aign for 
democracy. 

The ANC ts struggling against 
factional violence, alleged state 
harrassment and its own poor 
administration to re -establish it- 
self in the townships after 30 
years of banning and exile. 

ANC leaders Mandela and 
Oliver Tam bo remain interna- 
tional symbols of black resistance 
to white rule, but their move- 
ment. the historical champion of 
the dispossessed 2S million black 
majority, is returning only slowly 
from foe underground. 

Tbe respected Southern Afri- 
can report said Mandela and his 
colleagues had succeeded re- 
markably well at spearheading 
the movement's return to legality 
after decades in prison or ex:!?. 

“(But) instead of a weii-oiied. 
structured machine gearing itself 
from a liberation move men: into 
a functioning political party... the 
ANC is a halting, fumbling, dis- 
jointed gathering of disparate 
peoples and attitudes." the news- 
letter said. 

Boycotts and rallies by the 
ANC and its affiliates show- the 
movement wields more influence 
than any other black group. 

But the ANC has failed to turn 
supporters into an organised 
membership since reforms: white 
President F.W. De Klerk freed 
Mandela from prison and legal- 
ised the movement in February. 

“The urgent task cf the day 
remains the tra nsf o rm ation of our 
large following and support into 
active grassroots organisation," 
said the ANCs official magazine 
Mayibuye. 

A large obstacle to tbe growth 
of ANC structures has been fac- 
tion fighting between its suppor- 
ters and those of foe conservative 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 


Party in townships in Natal pro- 
vince and tbe industrial region 
around Johannesburg. 

ANC disorganisation was 
cruelly exposed when young 
ANC loya&stt repeatedly ignored 
orders to stop fighting in violent 
dashes around Johannesburg that 
have cost more than 900 fives. 

Tbe movement’s head of fi- 
nance. Vusi Khanyile. told Reu- 
ters in an interview that foe 
movement had signed up about 
200.000 members since February 
and would have recruited many 
more but for tbe violence. 

ANC membership comes a dis- 
mal second to inkatha. a group 
long favoured by Pretoria, which 
has almost two million. 

“Many people who are not in 
the ANC ask us for help during 
the violence. Tbe government 
cannot help. We had to focus on 
troubleshooting rather than 
building branches." Khanyile 
said. 

‘‘The ANC has a public respon- 
sibility over and above its respon- 
sibility to its members. It has the 
responsibility in effect of co-gov- 
ersing the country with the gtrv- 


The movement says its opera- 
tions have also been disrupted 
by the detention of key ANC 
leaders on suspicion of plotting a 
resumption of guerrilla war if 
reform talks fail. 

Political analysts say some of 
the ANCs woes are self-inflicted. 

“There ts no way that members 
can continue to tolerate what 
often scents to them a cavalier 
decision- making process.** wrote 
Work in Progress, an influential 
political monthly. 

“The ANC hierarchy is still 
geared to an underground con- 
spiratorial organisation. Orders 
come from above and there is a 
bnut on open debate.” wrote the 
left-leaning Weekly Mail. 

Tbe parry has postponed for six 
months a key meeting at which 
Mandela was due to assume foe 
title of president from the ailing 
Tam bo. who returns next month 
after 30 years in exile. 

The ANC said the slow pace of 


efforts to secure the return of 

20.000 exiles and foe release of 

3.000 political prisoners made the 
delay n ece s s ary, as these people 
would have to attend. 

Tbe December meeting has 
been rearranged as a consultative 
conference, while the June 1991 
meeting will be the first national 
ANC conference inside South 
Africa in 30 years. 

Members say there is tension 
between ageing leaders inside foe 
country and some militant guer- 
rillas in exile who disapprove of 
foe leadership's suspension of 
armed struggle. 

The ANC. founded in 1912. 
has become a coalition of forces 
often united only by opposition to 
apartheid. As apartheid eases 
ANC moderates and radicals will 
split, the analysts said. 

Khanyile said tbe return of 
exiles would be foe biggest single 
ANC expense in the coming 
months and the cost of flights 
home, housing and retraining was 
“far more” than tbe millions of 
dollars secured by Mandela's 
fund-raising trips overseas. 

He said the ANC would ask for 
funds for tbe exiles from business 
but Pretoria also had to accept its 
“responsibility." 

Business spokesmen say that 
while some might help, they 
would require the ANC to tone 
down its leftist policies. 

Another source of dissent is the 
appointment of Mandela's wife 
Winnie to head tbe ANCs soda] 
welfare division. 

Mrs. Mandela faces trial next 
year on charges of kidnapping 
and assault in the case of a youth 
murdered by one of her aides. 

A militant revered by radical 
youths. Mrs. Mandela ra»w* on. 
case in some ANC circles with 
her frequent outspoken com- 
ments. 

Asked about his wife’s rela- 
tionship to ANC policy-making. 
Nelson Mandela said: “some- 
times... I do not do what l should 
be doing — coming back home 
and explaining to my wife very 
carefully foe decisions we have 
taken and their implications." 


By Ed McCullough 
The Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina — 
President Carlos Menem’s ene- 
mies wonder how he gets away 
with cracking down on unions, 
business, foe armed forces and 
even his own Peronist Party. 

Similar actions by the previous 
government provoked 13 general 
strikes, three barracks revolts, 
food riots and hyperinflation. 
President Raul Alfonsin was 
forced to step down more than 
five months early, in July 1989. 

“If I had done 10 per cent" of 
what Menem has done, “they 
would have hanged me from a 
lamppost,'* Alfonsin said re- 
cently. 

Id 16 months. Menem has 
wrenched the economy from state 
control toward free enterprise 
and sought closer ties with the 
United Stares ax the expense of 
Third World nations. Those are 
major shifts for any Argentine 
president, particularly a Peronist. 

He is selling off public com- 
panies the unions consider a 
national patrimony, used military 
personnel to break a strike, en- 
ded collective bargaining agree- 
ments and held pay increases for 
public employees far below the 
inflation rate. 

“What Menem is doing is ex- 
actly the opposite of what Peron 

did, what the party stands for and 
what Menem himself promised in 
his campaign,” said novelist 
Tomas Eloy Martinez, once a 
follower of the late president 
Juan Peron. 

Col. Mohammed Afi Seuicldtn, 
who led an army rebellion in 
December 1988, was forced to 
retire and many of his followers 
were purged from foe service. 
Tbe military budget is so low the 
1990 draft had to be cut by 
two-thirds. Many officers have 
second jobs, in the civilian world. 

Argentina is in a recession. 
Real wages are below their aver- 
age values of the 1980s and one in 


five adults lacks full-time work. 
The austral is greatly overvalued. 

Despite afl that, Argentina has 
managed to avert economic col- 
lapse, political crisis, social unrest 
and military insurrection. Catas- 
trophe is always possible in a 
country that has had six coups 
since 1930 and four currencies in 
20 years, but it does not seem 


Supporters credit Menem, but 
also cite a change in Argentine 
social values, and tbe presklent’s 
critics tend to agree. 

Historian Felix Luna, a mem- 
ber of Alfonsin ’s radical civic 
union who finds the Menem fore- 
ign policy “excessively pro- 
American." said the people be- 
hove “it’s absolutely necessary... 
that Argentina change." 

Public services are in terrible 
condition: telephones axe expen- 
sive, trains don’t run on time and 
mao gets lost. 

A nation a c c us tomed to triple- 
digit annual inflation was 
swamped in 1989 by hyperinfla- 
tion of more than 4,900 per cent. 
Many people are willing to accept 
brutal m easures, even severe re- 
cession. to keep that from hap- 


There is virtually no public 
rapport for a return to mflitaiy 
nile. and Menem seems to have 
placated the armed forces by call- 
ing off trials of officers accused of 
human rights abuses during the 
dictatorship of 1976-83. A pardon 
for those convicted is pending. 

Nearly everyone in Argentina is 
suffering to some degree and foe 
man impos i n g the pain of econo- 
mic conservatism comes in the 
unlikely guise of a Peronist. 

Political analyst Carlos Escude 
suggested only a Peronist could 
undertake such radical 
and said: "There are SB 

corollaries: N«tm and China, 

Reagan and Gorbachev, Bush 
and Taxes.” 

. S®*? UbaWini. Menem’s chief 

in the Ptitiiust-dotninated 

labour movement, criticises foe 


president's economic policy but 
insists: “by no definition am la 
political opponent." 

For all the critidsn, no one has 
proposed a convincing alternative 
to foe president’s programme. 

Menem, is a son of Syrian 
immigrants who became a kraryei 
and provincial governor. As an 
outsider, he scored a primaiy 
victory in July 1988 over Gov- 
Antonio Caflero of Buena 
Aires, who party leaders thoogw 
would be foe next president, j 

He tells Argentines in dirtw 
language that the government bf 
inherited was bankrupt, the asf 
rency almost worthless and tH 
economic model of state connoi 
an empty shell. J 

Again and again, he repeal 
that radical change was unavoii'l 
able and asks for patience 
tbe years it- will take for tw 
sacrifices to bear fruit. I 

In October inflation rose m 
only a single digit, for tbe 
time in 11 months. Real asm 
have recovered some of their 
value, interest raxes have &®f 
and central bank reserves 
40-fold to $4 billion. j 

There also are signs, howevtff 
that the popularity of Menem *4 
his policies is wearing thin. af 

that senons op p o siti on may b 
fo rming - i 

Recent polls put his publics? | 
pon ax about 50 per cent, do* 1 ’ 
30 points from its 

Ubaldini is mobilising work*® 
a 8 a ^ nst foe economic progjra® 3 ^ 

and Menem’s decree restrict 
foe right to strike. 

Several parties have wfthdfirt® 
from the political coalition 
helped Menem win the preside 3, 
cy in May 1989. 

The Peronist governors of 0^ 
hot nd Jujny provinces *** 
forced to resign in October W 
mass protests of workers dap* 3, 
foag back wages. Tbe proriK** 
said they couldn’t pay bed^ 
foe federi government b ad v®" 
held funds. 
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Iraq blamed 

( Cowflunrd Cron pace 1) 

The delegation has already vi- 
sited Syria and Lebanon and 
win visit Cairo, Sanaa and 

Khartoum. 

The delegation was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday. Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister met 
with the team Sunday. 

Rab’i, a member of the 
Kuwaiti opposition who was 
arrested and imprisoned by 
the cnriri government several 
tunes, rejected an Arab solu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis, mam- 
taming that the Arab countries 
who have been a dvo c atin g thtc 
idea have not been able to 
define its "warning 
“Jordan still hopes for an 
Arab solution,” said Rab’i. 
“We hope so too, but it is so 
complicated because no one 
can define an Arab solution.” 
He refused to accept any 
linkage between solution of 
the Kuwaiti problem with the 
Palestinian issue. The Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait “only 
complicated and made more 
difficult a solution to the 
Palestinian people,” be said. 

Rab’i maintained that Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait had 
made Israel happier because 
“one big Arab country had 
occupied another smaller Arab 
country'’ and because the 
world attention has shifted 
from the intifada to the Gulf 
crisis. 

“With the world’s preoc- 
cupation with the Gulf, Sonet 
Jewish immigration to Israel 
has increased and the news of 
the intifada has been oversha- 
dowed by tiie Gulf problem,” 
Rab’i said. Israel would never 
withdraw from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip because there 
was now a dispersed Kuwaiti 
people, be said. 

Rab’i contended that 
Palestinians were misled in 
thin kin g that the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait was a step 
towards the liberation of 
Palestine, and “that there was 
a possibility of simultaneous 
withdrawal and other .dreams 
that I think are unrealistic.” 
He said that the Palestinian 
reaction was understandable 
because of “their displace- 
ment, suffering and frustration 
in the last 40 years.” 

JRab'i, a professor at ^Bwart 
University, mam tnhwt th&f an 
Iraqi withdrawal from the oil- 
rich state and Baghdad^ Com- 
pliance with Security Council 
resolutions would strengthen 
the position of the Arab 
World. 

“Well be able to teO the 
world that we respected inter- 
national legitimacy; then inter- 
national legitimacy must be 
respected by everyone every- 
where, including those related 
to the Palestinian question,” 
he said. 

For Rab’i, the only solution 
to the Gulf problem is that 
Iraq should withdraw from 
Kuwait as a first step, especial- 
ly after the statements of \JS. 
President George Bush and 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er, which he said guaranteed 
Iraq’s safety from an attack if 
it (fid pull out. 

"I don’t think the world 
community would allow an 
attack on Iraq if it withdraws,” 
he said, adding that once with- 
drawal takes place, problems 
could be discussed arid nego- 
tiations between Iraq and 
Kuwait would start. 

Rab’i, who believes that the 
lack of democracy in both Iraq 


and Kuwait led to the inva- 
sion, said ihaf be would like to 
see a new democratic Kuwaiti 
state “nm by democratic in- 
staations, not individuals.'’ 
He stressed that a new 


Kuwait should play a positive 
role in the Arab World, parti- 
cularly towards the Palestinian 
problem. “All miserable Arab 
countries, of which Kuwait is 
one, abused the rights of 
Palestinians,” be said. 

He stressed that people 
should not be selective con- 
cenring countries that, have 
abused rights of Palestinians. 

The Kuwaiti visitors, who 
expected to meet with the 

speaker of the Lower House 
and the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee in Parliament, were 
boycotted by the Jordanian 
Arab Nationalist Democratic 
Affiance (JANDA) and the 
pro fes sional unions because 
the delegation endorsed West- 
ern intervention in the Gulf. 


Rab’i expressed regret over 
the boycott, saying that dia- 
logue might have brought their 
points of view closer together. 


Perceptions 


expressed support for an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. But 
they strongly resented the de- 
legation's call for an uncon- 
ditional Iraqi withdrawal and 
Kuwait's failure to condemn 
outright the U-S.-led military 
buildup in the Gulf. 

When pressed by Jordanian 
politicians and journalists, 
members of the delegation, 
who include former ministers 
as well as opposition leaders, 
rejected the foreign military 
presence in the Gulf but 
blamed Iraq for triggering the 
U.S.-led mobilisation. 

As was evident during a 
two-hour debate, organised by 
the World Council Affairs 
Sunday evening, the Kuwaiti 
appeal for Jordanians to press 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein to withdraw from Kuwait 
to avert a catastrophe in the 
region did not find much re- 
sponse. 

“Arabs should ask Saddam 
to withdraw from Kuwait for 
the sake of the Iraqi army and 
to avoid a disaster in the re- 
gion,” was the Kuwaiti mes- 
sage repeated by 'the members 
of the delegation. 

“We cannot press .for an 
■■ unconditional withdrawal front 
Kuwait, An igtcoa di tiotral Ira- 
qi v^drawstffeimKnwait Will ’ 
jeopardise Iraq’s and Jordan’s 
security,” countered 
Mahmoud Al Sherif , editor-in- 
chief of Al Dustoor newspap- 
er. 

Political commentator 
Ham ad eh Fara’aneh chal- 
lenged the delegation to expli- 
citly condemn the Kuwaiti and 
Saudi invitation of foreign 
troops to liberate Kuwait and 
to distance themselves from 
the pro-U.S. policies endorsed 
by the Al Sabah family. 

Although the delegation in- 
cluded some prominent 
opposition Kuwaiti figures, the 
opposit i on — despite its critic- 
ism of the regime — rallied 
behind the emir agamst the 
Iraqi occupation. 

At a meeting in Taif, Saudi 
Arabia, last month, the 
opposition p res sure d the emir 
to agree to democratic reforms 
in Kuwait — after its restora- 
tion — as one precondition to 
bury their differences and un- 
ite in their current struggle 
against Iraq. 

Up until the Iraqi takeover, 
the Kuwaiti opposition en- 


joyed broad respect in Jordan 
and maintained friendly and 
dose ties with Jordanian poli- 
tical groups. 

When Kuwaitis started its 
experimentation with demo- 
cracy in 1976 many Jordanians 
turned their eyes to Kuwait as 
a possible model to be emu- 
lated in the region. Many 
Jordanians were shocked and 
pained when in 2985 the emir 
ended the democratisation 
process by dissolving the par- 
liament and imposing restric- 
tions on the freedom of the 
press. The Kuwaiti govern- 
ment then cited fears of sabot- 
age as a result of the tension in 
the Gulf emanating from the 
Iraq-Iran war. 

But after the eruption of the 
Gulf crisis, ties between the 
Kuwaiti opposition and Jorda- 
nian political groups were re- 
duced to a minimum. 

Some activists, including 
former Baathists and Com- 
munists, were also critical of 
Saddam for not seeking talks 
with the Kuwaiti opposition. 

“I am certainly against the 
Kuwaiti emir. But the Iraqis 
are ignoring the Kuwaiti peo- 
ple and the popular movement 
in Kuwait,” Dr. Yaacoub 
Ziadin, leader of the Jorda- 
nian Communist Party, said 
immediately after the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait. 

After the Iraqi annexation 
of the emirate some Jordanian 
politicians had also felt, but 
few said it, that Iraq might 
have committed a mraalr* by 
ignoring the Kuwaiti opposi- 
tion. “By annexing Kuwait 
Iraq had negated the identity 
and the existence of the 
Kuwaiti opposition," Dr. Jam- 
al AJ Shaer, a former 
said at the time. 

Some political activists here 
were even hoping that the 
Kuwaiti opposition will pro- 
vide an alternative for the 
erniri regime as one way for 
ending what is viewed here as 
the Al Sabah family's subservi- 
ence to the West and as an 
important option to convince 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Most Jordanian politicians, 
however, were very dis- 
appointed in what they viewed 
as the Kuwaiti opposition's 
practical endorsement of the 
idea of seeking American help 
to solve the Iraqi-Kuwaiti dis- 
pute. 

The Jordanian Arab Nation- 
al. Democratic Alliance (JAN- 
DA) — a broad coalition of 
'Teftists, independents And 
nationalists — refused to meet 
with or bold a dialogue with 
the Kuwaiti delegation unless 
it condemned outright the 
foreign military presence in 
the region. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
which had initially condemned 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
but later focused its campaign 
against the Western military 
build-up in the Gulf, has met 
with the delegation. 

In general, the Brother- 
hood, the most influential 
group in Jordan, has not com- 
pletely severed ties with the 
Gulf stares. Last September a 
Brotherhood delegation vi- 
sited Saudi Arabia but later 
reiterated its condemnation of 
the Western presence in the 
Gulf. 

But Jordanian officials and 
some political analysts main- 
tain that dialogue should be 
encouraged despite the evi- 
dent differences between the 
Jordanian public opinion and 
the Kuwaiti approach. 

“The Kuwaiti move (to send 
a delegation here) came a little 


bit late, but interaction and 
exchange of views might be 
essential to find a basis for a 
solution and for tbe future of 
inter-Arab relations,” said one 
politician who attended Sun- 
day’s meeting. 

Children 

(Continued front page 1) 


and complications that led to 
their death,” Baghdad Radio 
quoted the minister as saying. 

Shipments of medicine and 
food for humanitarian purposes 
were exe mp ted from the U.N. 
Security Council trade ban. 

Tbe difficulty of delivering any 
goods to Iraq and the lack of 
foreign exchange needed to buy 
medicine abroad have caused a 
severe shortage. 

Iraqi President Sadda m Hus- 
sein said last week that many 
Iraqis had died because of a lad: 
of food and medicine caused by 
the U.N. sanctions. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, responding to senators' 
pleas to give sanctions more time 
to work before military action is 
taken against Iraq for its invasion 
of Kuwait, told senators Monday: 
“There are consequences, costs 
to our coalition partners and to 
the country. Tbe evidence is not 
all on tbe side of the notion that 


we can wait u 
tions to work." 


itely for sane- 


Moscow 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


Also Monday, a hard-line fac- 
tion in the supreme Soviet legisla- 
ture criticised the Soviet govern- 
ment’s vote at the United Na- 
tions. 

At a news conference in the 
Kremlin, members of the Soyuz 
group said they were “categor- 
ically opposed” to sending Soviet 
troops to the Middle East under 
die U.N. flag. They said the 
Soviet Union should have taken 
the same position as China and 
abstained from voting on the 
use-of-force resolution. 

Pope 

(Continued from page 1) 

European politician has spoken 
about a possible papal visit to 
Iraq or a tripartite meeting 
gro u ping the leaders of the U.S. 
and Iraq and the pontiff. 

On several occasions since tbe 
Gulf crisis erupted in Angus: with 
■the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, tbe 
Pope has called for dialogue and 
peace negotiations to resolve tbe 
conflict, bat he has never referred 
to any posable visit to Iraq, now •< t 
frequented by politicians and for- 
mer statesmen as well as interna- 
tional peace activists. 

There has been no indication 
either from Washington of any 
possible Bush-Saddam encounter 
arranged by the Pope or other- 
wise. Bosh has rejected sugges- 
tions by Saddam for a television 
debate through satellite book-up 
between the two. However, he 
has invited the Iraqi foreign 
minister to the U.S. and is send- 
ing his secretary of state to Bagh- 
dad. 

Pimenez de Gejanda said his 
party opposed the policy of the 
Spanish government towards the 
Gulf crisis. “It has resulted in 
damaging the centuries-old rela- 
tions between the people of Spain 
and Arabs,” he said. Spain has 
contributed to the naval build-up 
in fhe Gulf to enforce the interna- 
tional blockade against Iraq. 

Pimenez de Gejanda said his 
party “wholeheartedly supports 
Iraq” in tbe Gulf standoff and 
had signed a cooperation agree- 
ment with tbe ruling Arab Baath 
Socialist Party of Iraq. He did not 
provide details. 



Tbe King TabU Dam — ‘most of the dams In Jordan are polluted to the point that it is poison in there.’ 


We consume the least amount of water but 
we are still heading towards shortages 

By Nor Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan has cne of 
the lowest water consumption 
rates in the region, estimated 
at S5 litres per C2pi:a a day, 
which has raised concern 
among specialists of drawing 
tbe county towards a situation 
where Jordanians would be liv- 
ing below the international 
average of hygienic srandards. 
Water specialists also warn 
that unless water is preserved 
more professionally and pollu- 
tion is curbed, the Kingdom 
would be facing severe prob- 
lems in food production. 

Dr. Elias Salameh. director 
of the Water Research and 
Study Centre at the University 
of Jordan admits that Jordan is 
facing a critical situation. “We 
are one of the countries that 
are consuming tbe least 
amount of water in the re- 
-gjon.” Comparing notes on 
water consumption, he dis- 
closed rhar while Jordan uses ' * 
85 litres per capita a day, Syria 
and Egypt consume 120 litres 
per capita in the same time 
period. Iraq’s consumption 
rate falls to the 110 litre mar- 
gin. “By 1995. we will run out 
of renewable water resources, 
and would have to resort to 
allocating more water for 
domestic use.” In other words, 
we will be reducing the use of 
water for food production, 
Salameh said. 

He explained that the sector 
that consumes the largest 
amounts of water is tbe agri- 
cultural field, using from 75 to 
80 per cent of the country’s 
water. At present water is tap- 
ped twice a week into houses 
allowing for a two-day period 
during which water is stored. 

“If there is a drastic water 
shortage, people will still get 
water for domestic use,” 
Salameh asserts. But on whose 
account? “Agriculture would 
have to be cultivated to the 
benefits of domestic uses,” he 
replied. 

This means that unemploy- 
ment is likely to increase fol- 


lowed by all the socio-econo- 
mic implications of unemploy- 
ment, specialists fear. 
Although the Ministry of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation and the gov- 
ernment have recently been 
cautioning tbe public to use 
water moderately and to im- 
plement water-saving mea- 
sures, Salameh believes that 
this is not the real issue. All the 
water that people are sup- 
posedly wasting on cars, or on 
^ gardening either goes into the 
soil or into the streets and 
sewers for re-use. “What we 
need to do is work on the 
dams, on water treatment and 
on the water piping system,” 
he explains. 

Many researchers on this 
subject feel that a great contri- 
butor ro water scarcity this 
year is the large number of 
people and refugees that have 
recently flooded into the coun- 
try. "Towards the end of the 
year, large numbers of people 
entered Jordan. At the same 
time, the country had to ration 
the water consumption levels 
between the Jordanian people 
and more than 735,000 re- 
fugees," a specialist said. 

But the rapid population 
growth in general created an 
eye opener on the future of 
water, specialists maintain. 
According to Salameh, Jor- 
dan’s population growth rate is 
estimated at 3.7 per cent 
annually, “this means the 
country would have to double 
its water supply within 18 to 20 
years.” 

Another problem hindering 
the prospects of sufficient wa- 
ter for domestic and agricultu- 
ral uses are the precipitation 
levels. Salameh told the Jordan 
Times that “rainy seasons in 
Jordan are short with an aver- 
age rainfall not exceeding 300 
millimetres per year, although 
it is distributed over 90 per 
cent of the country." He said 
that 85 per cent of the rainfall 

evaporates, leaving the re- 


maining 15* per cent to go 
underground or run as surface 
water. 

"Under the prevailing clima- 
tic environments where food 
production depends on irri- 
gated agriculture the per capita 
food needs can be covered by 
irrigating 1,000-1,500 square 
metres of land. The extent of 
the area depends on the tech- 
nologies used in production. It 
needs a minimum amount of 
1,000 cubic metres of water 
going up to a maximum 2,500 
cubic metres of water depend- 
ing on the use of efficiency, " 
according to a research paper 
by Salameh. 

The year 1990 was declared 
the year of water for Jordan 
but towards the end of the year 
there is concern over the little 
precipitation and the unsuc- 
cessful construction of dams, 
according to officials. The gov- 
ernment has been initiating 
projects to build more dams 
throughout the country but 
financing for construction and 
negotiations are still facing dif- 
ficulties. As an outlet to the 
need for water for agricultural 
uses, the government has be- 
gun to tap fossil water in the 
southern part of the country. 
Though there seem to be two 
sides to this method, Salameh 
insists that “this is bad,” attri- 
buting his conclusion to the 
fact that fossil water is non- 
renewable. “This mining water 
is being used for wheat produc- 
tion. Fossil water is only a 
strategic water reserve.” He 
explained that the age of that 
water is some tens of 
thousands of years old. Once it 
is pumped out of the aquifer, 
the level drops and it is not 
replenished. Specialists said 
that deep aqua flow is found 
deeper in the earth but it is too 
costly to pump, so while 
Aqaba is in need of water, the 
fossil water is being used for 
wheat. “If wheat continues to 
be produced in southern Jor- 


dan for a certain period of 
time, there will not be adequ- 
ate supplies for Aqaba,” 
Salameh told the Jordan 
Times. 

Ministry officials have been 
addressing the problem to the 
public and translating words 
into action by repairing leak- 
ages and other obstacles within 
the piping system and looking 
into what factors have been the 
contributors to the inefficient 
use of water in the Kingdom. 

Aside from the small dams 
which are used solely for irriga- 
tion purposes, the five major 
dams in Jordan were built with 
the idea that they would store 
enough water for public con- 
sumption. According to 
Salameh, whose centre sends 
specialists out on the field to 
study the water problems, “the 
quality of re-used water is not 
very high. The water treatment 
. .. is not adequate because of the 
design of the treatment plants. 
We are in need of a lot of 
experts and chemicals which is 
a costly process.” 

One ministry official re- 
questing anonymity went as far 
as saying, “most of the dams 
are polluted to the point that it 
is poison in there. As much as 
we try to combat this issue, and 
even if we had the facilities. I 
do not think we could kill all 
the pollutants.” 

While the government has 
banned swimming and fishing 
in the polluted dams, health is 
still considered at risk because 
the possibility of contaminat- 
ing the crops through irrigation 
from the water in the dams is 
high, specialists maintain. 

Salameh sees only one safety 
valve to the issue of water. He 
says that with the high pollu- 
tion and the increasing demand 
for domestic water “the grow- 
ing shortage dilemma of the 
Middle East can only be coped 
with if new resources can be 
made available or if the de- 
mand remains at its present 
state.” 
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CHINESE 
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Mongolian Barbeque for 
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1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 

Rental DepL 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 
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Atletico jubilant over Zaragoza win 


By Reuters 

ATLETICO Madrid were still 

celebrating Monday after their 
4-0 Spanish Soccer League vicot- 
ry over Real Zaragoza, a win 
completed with only nine men on 
the field. 

"It was a great game, our best 
since I have been at Atletico," 
said Yugoslav coach Tomislav 
Ivic. who joined the club in Au- 
gust. 

“I have always said thing* will 
turn out well if we put all our 
effort into it, and this result 
proves it" 

The score web only 1-0 when 
Atletico captain Paulo Futre was 
sent off for retaliating to a foul, 
but the Madrid side turned on the 
style in the second half to score 
three more goals. 

Defender Juan Carlos was the 
other player dismissed. 

Johan Cryff. manager of league 
leaders Barcelona, was relieved 
but pleased after his side's hard- 
fought 2-1 home win over Real 
Mallorca.. 

"The team did well, not so 
much in the football we played 
but in terms of effort and fight,” 
be said. 

Champions Real Madrid 
moved up to third place, five 
points behind Barcelona, after 
beating Real Valladolid 1-0 in an 
otherwise disappointing match. 

French champions Marseille 
also won. but not well enough to 
please team chief Franz Becken- 
bauer. Marseille moved four 
points clear at the top of the 
league with a 2-0 win over fifth- 
placed Montpellier. 

"We are now four points ahead 


but that’s my only satisfaction 
from this match," Beckenbauer 
said angrily. *T am not happy 
with what I saw and with the 
game my team played. 

"I don't know exactly what 
happened, or whether my players 
are perhaps tired but I'm going to 
have to find some solutions 
quickly." 

Marseille struggled haphazard- 
ly throughout the match, winning 
only with two goals in the last 11 
minutes from Basile Bo Li and 
Abedi Pele. 

It was big defender Bob's sixth 
goal in seven marches but Mont- 
pellier protested vehemently that 
his effort was offside, holding up 
the match for several minutes. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


AuxeiTc. who drew 1-1 in Bor- 
deaux, and Monaco, who threw 
away a 2-0 advantage to tie 2-2 
with Nancy, both lost ground on 
Maisielle - and are on 24 points to 
23 for the leaders. 

In Italy, the league programme 
was once again marred by vio- 
lence. 

Fighting broke out before the 
match between Juventus and 
Florentine, whose fans are still 
bitter that their former star 
Roberto Baggio was sold to the 
Turin team in the summer. 

Baggio, the world’s most ex- 
pensive player, was in subdued 
mood Sunday, but his new team 
won 2-1 to join Intemazionale 
and Sampdoria at the top. 

In Rome, police arrested 300 
fans for fighting outside the 


Olympic Stadium before and af- 
ter the derby between AS Roma 
and Lazio, which ended 1-1. 

The derby marked the return 
as substitute of Lazio's Argentine 
World Club midfielder Pedro 
Troglio. who has been on the 
transfer list since the start of the 
season. 

Another Argentine World 
Club star, Claudio Caniggia, 
sparked the resignation of the 
Atalanta team doctor by coming 
on for the last 10 minutes in the 
1-1 draw with Bologna. 

The doctor bad said the striker, 
who broke his arm on Oct. 3, was 

not yet ready to re t ur n to the 
game. 

In the Netherlands, Ajax won 
accolades for their 54) vicotry 
over Den Haag with commenta- 
tors saying It had shown them to 
be the bat side in the country. 

Ajax, defending champions, 
lag a point behind PSV Ein- 
dhoven but have a game in band. 

"It is too early to say Ajax will 
win the national competition, but 
the technical brilliance of the 
Amsterdam team make it more 
colourful than all other Dutch 
teams put together," the Volk- 
s kraut newspaper decided. 

PSV, on the other hand, were 
severely criticised for their 2-0 
victory oveT Willem 11. 

"PSV at this moment lack flair, 
joy in their play and Romario." 
said the Telegraaf, noting the 
continued absence of the team’s 
talented Brazilian striker. 

In London. Arsenal, humili- 
ated at home in midweek, ended 
Liverpool’s 23-match unbeaten 
record Sunday to throw the En- 
glish League soccer cham- 


pionship wide open. 

The second- placed Londoners, 
stripped of two championship 
points last month for a mass 
brawl with Manchester United, 
beat the ch amp ions 3-0 to slash 
Liverpool's lead to three points. 

It was Liverpool's first league 
defeat since they lost 1-0 to 
Arsenal's neighbours Tottenham 
Hotspur in March. 

The emphatic win revived 
Arsenal's title hopes after a 
month when everything seemed 
to be conspiring against them. 

Now the only first division 
team still unbeaten in the league 
tins season. Arsenal lost 6-2 to 
Manchester United in the League 
Cup Wednesday in their worst 
home defeat in 69 years. 

But Sunday's goals from Paul 
Merson, Lee Dixon — a penalty 
— and Alan Smith made ample 
amends for that defeat. 

Merson headed Arsenal in 
front in the 21st minute and 
Dixon hit the second fro m tire 
spot in the 47tb after Swedish 
international Anders Limpar was 
sent crashing by Gary Ablett. 

Liverpool, without England in- 
ternationals Peter Beardsley and 
Steve McMahon, made little im- 
pression on Arsenal's defence, 
superbly marshalled by Ireland 
sweeper David O'Leary. 

Smith made it 3-0 two minutes 
from time after a delightful back- 
heel fr o m Merson set him free in 
the area. 

"There's a lot of people out 
there today who do not love 
Arsenal Football Gub but who 
wasted us to beat them because it 
keeps the championship alive," 
said O'Leary. 


U.S. on top of the world 

after Davis Cup victory 


East, West German teams meet in! Kas P arov 
World Handball Championship j postpone 


SEOUL/ South Korea (AP) — 
Separate teams representing the 
former East and West Germany 
will compete in final rounds of 
the 10th World Women's Hand- 
ball Championships Tuesday in 
what may be the last international 
sports competitions between 
athletes of the once divided coun- 
try. 

East and West German teams 
chosen before the Oct. 3 unifica- 
tion of Germany will face each other 
for the bronze medal and third 
place. The Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia will play for the 
championship. 

All 16 teams in the 10-day 
co mp e titi on took a day off Mon- 
day to rest. 

Under rules of the Internation- 
al Handball Federation, the top 
four teams at the championship 
wifi be offered places at the 1992 


Olympic Gaines. 

Officials said Germany would 
be assured one spot for the Olym- 
pics in Barcelona regardless of 
which team won the bronze med- 
al. 

The fourth and final slot wifi be 
given to the fifth-ranked team, to 
be decided Tuesday -in a match 
between Norway and Austria. 

The biggest controversy in the 
championships involved the 1988 
Olympic gold medallist South Ko-, 
rean team, which lost all five 
games it played and ended up in 
12th place. 

Fans and some officials accused 
the players of deliberately losing 
games in a feud over funding and 
a lack of frianrial rewards for 
past perfor m ances, including win- 
ning the gold medal at the Asian 
Games in Peking in October. 


. . . ■ (requests 

npionsmp j postponement 

Korean athletes are usually given i Of "I 7th C33.m0 
money or pensions for excel!- j ^ 

ence, but the handball team said j LYON. France ( AP) — The 17th 
it did not even receive thanks. game of the World Chess Cham- 
Korean national teams are j pionship between Garry Kaspar- 
highly competitive and are not j ov and A nato ly Karpov has been 
known ever to have lost a world j postponed from Monday to 


championship on purpose. 

The players have not com- 
mented. Their coach said the 
team was "dispirited." citing lack 
of support. 

"The South Korean women's 


[ Wednesday at Kasparov's rc- 
j quest. 

| The two Soviet grandmasters 
! still are scheduled to resume their 
j incomplete 16th game Tuesday. 
| Thar game was adjourned after 


handball team has been reduced j five hours Saturday and then 


to a paper tiger, wrote the news- 
paper Seoul Shinmun. 

Korean newspapers quoted the 
bead of the South Korean Hand- 
ball Federation as saying he 


' again Sunday after nearly six 
; more hours without a result after 
| 88 moves. 

! Through the 15 completed 
I games, they are tied with 7.5 


would resign at the end of the ! points each- 

championships to take response- i Tbev have had three draws in 

bflity for the embarrassment the ! the French portion of the chain- 


team's performance caused the 
country. 


U.S. might boycott Pan Am Games 


CHICAGO (AP) — The U.S. 
Olympic committee says the Un- 
ited States might not participate 
in next year's Pan American 
Games in Cuba unless approved 
methods for drug testing of 
athletes are used. 

The committee, on the final 
day of a two-day meeting in 
Chicago, adopted a resolution 
Sunday stating its “grave con- 
cerns" about Cuba's lack of a 
laboratory, necessary equipment 
or trained technicians to perform 
the tests. 

The Pan Am Games will be 
held in Havana in August. 

The United State is urging the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee to arrange for athletes* urine 
pwnpl** to be flown a properly 

e qui pped laboratory in North 
America, according to committee 
spokesman Mike Moran. 

The committee prefers such an 


approach to importing state-of- 
the-art urine analysis machines 
and qualified medical r*r-hrririang 
for the games, Moran said. 

He said the facility where the 
games are to be held does not 
have a laboratory in which drug 
tests can be performed. 

"It’s foolish to think that you 
can have a major athletic event 
like this without IOC-certified 
drug testing procedures." he said. 

It's a risk for the athletes. 

The implied message (of the 
resolution) is that the United 
Stales will not participate unless 
the proper procedures are used,” 
be added. “I'm sure that's true of 
other countries, too.” 

Moran said the United States 
and many other countries fear 
athletes' drag tests could show 
"false positives" if the proper 
equipment isn't used. 

In other matters, a gr o u p to 


begin setting up an organising 
committee for the 1996 summer 
games in Atlanta was established. 

For the 1992 summer games in 
Barcelona, Spain, NBC, a U.S.- 
based television network, paid 
$401 million for the TV rights. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


pionship. They bad 20 draws in 
the 12 games played in New York 
between Oct. S and Nov. 7. 

The first player to reach 12.5 
points wins the championship, 
but Kasparov would retain the 
title in the event of a draw. 

Each player is allowed to re- 
quest up to three postponements 
during the championship. The 
postponement requested by Kas- 
parov on Monday wax his second, 
while Karpov has used one time- 
out. 


ST PETERSBURG, Florida (R) 

— The United States is reclaim- 
ing its place at the pinnacle of 
international tennis after its re- 
cord 29th Davis Cup victory over 
Australia at the weekend. 

“This puts American tennis 
back on track." said Jim Pugh, 
who teamed with Rick Leach to 
beat Pat Cash and John Fib- 
geraW in Saturday’s doubles and 
clinch tire cup for the United 
States for the first time since 
1982. 

“It's been almost nine years 
since we won and people have 
said a lot of negative things about 
American tennis, but as everyone 
can see we’re really on the up- 
swing. We’re going to be really 
good in the '90s," Pugh said. 

Most of the gk)Ty usually goes 
to singles players in the David 
Cup. Andre Agassi and Michael 
Chang, who won Friday's singles 
matches, gave the United States a 
2-0 finals lead. 

But Leach and Pugh have been 
the backbone of this Davis Cup 
team, quietly winning all four of 
their matches this year. 

"The doubles is only worth one 
point, but it always comes at a 
pivotal time in the tie," said 
Leach, whose inspired play 
allowed the U.S. team to wrap up 
the title before Sunday's reverse 
singles, won by Australia. 

U.S. Captain Tom Gorman, a 
player cm winning and losing 
Davis Cup teams who realised his 
goal of leading a championship 
squad after failing short for the 
last four years, tried to put the 3-2 
victory in perspective. 

“I don't know if it’s cycles 
countries go through, but Sweden 
is starting to be asked the same 
question we were asked four 
years ago and that is: “What's 
wrong with tennis in the coun- 
try." Now all of a sudden nobody 
ts asking that in America. 

“When Mac (John McEnroe) 
stopped playing for a while there 
was really nobody that took his 
place and we were going through 
the doldrums. Now all of a sud- 
den we're back." Gorman said. 

The Americans chose to host 
the final on day, a surface they 
would traditionally try to avoid. 

With nine Americans now 
ranked among the top 25 in the 
world, including Brad Gilbert, 
Aaron Krickstein and Jay Berger 
who all contributed Davis Cup 
victories in the early rounds this 
year, it is dear that the United 
States could field a formidable 
cup squad on any surface. 

American Pete Sampras, the 
19-year-old ranked fifth in the 
world, won this year’s U.S. Open 

— the world's premier hardcourt 
tournament. And two weeks ago 
Agassi won the season's top in- 
door event, the ATP World 
Championships, by bearing world 
number one Stefan Ed berg of 
Sweden. 

"Maybe next year well even 
play on some out of date surface 
like grass," joked Gorman. 

Even if forced to defend the 
cup on grass as Australia would 
prefer, the United States could 
produce a team that might well be 
favoured. 


Leach and Pugh are Wimble- 
don doubles champions, and for- 
mer world number one McEnroe 
has claimed the Wimbledon sing- 
les crown three times. 

With the U.S. women easily 
winning the Federation Cnp this 
year behind the remarkable play 
of 14-year-old Jennifer Capriati, 
it appears American tennis is well 
positioned to thrive in a post 
Jimmy Connors/Chris Even 
world. 

Agassi, America’s number one 

and fourth-ranked in the world at 
20 years of age, said: "People 
used to ask what’s the matter with 

American tennis and I always 
said, ‘Nothing, just give us a 
couple of years’." 

With little more than pride on 
the line, Australians Richard 
From berg and Barren Cahill 
fought their way to victory in 
both reverse singles matches at 
the Davis Cup finals Sunday. 

Cahill, who lost to Chang Fri- 
day, won the first reverse singles, 
which were shortened to best-of- 
threc, when Agassi retired with a 
tom muscle after the two split 
sets 6-4, 4-6. 

Fromberg then beat Chang 7-5, 

2- 6, 6-3 to make the final score 

3- 2 in favour of the United States. 
Fromberg. Australia’s top day 
court player, had extended Agas- 
si through five tough sets in Fri- 
day's opening match. 

"It's always good to win, but 
it’s also good to lose with a bit of 
guts," said Cahill. “We always go 
down fighting . It’s an Australian 
tradition.” 

Agassi, who was later di- 
agnosed with a tom rectus mus- 
cle. which is attached to the' 
sternum, quit immediately after 
winning foe second set and left to 
a smattering of boos from the 
disappointed crowd at the Florida 
Suncoast Dome. 

But Chang and Fromberg gave 
the fans their money's worth with 
an exdting baseline duel. 

Chang continued his second set 
momentum with an opening 
game service break in foe third 
set. 

But Fromberg fought back, 
winning four successive games 
from 3-2 down with a pair of 
service breaks. 

Chang seemed poised for one 
of his patented dramatic com- 
ebacks when he fought off four 
match points form 0-40.. .But 
Fromberg delivered an ace on foe 
fifth match point to conclude the_ 
1990 Davis Cup on a winning' 
note. 

Following foe match, Austra- 
lian captain Neale Fraser con- 
gratulated foe winners. 

"They fully deserved it. They 
are worthy champions who beat 
us fair and square," said Fraser, 
forgetting earlier criticism over 
the U.S. decision to play foe final 
on clay. 

"1 know we're not taking foe 
trophy home but I know we have 
a champion team,” Fraser con- 
tinued. “The way they gutsed it 
out when they bad already been 
beaten is really something.” 


HEY MUTT/ 


LOCK! WHAT'S TtHAT’S 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TAN N AH HIRSCH 


- KC “r M oC-m 




THE QUEEN SHOWS IIP IN THE END 


Both v-jlssrable. North deals. 

NORTH 

♦ Q 5 2 
: 0 10 i 

: A Q 8 4 

♦ K 93 

WEST EAST 

+ A K S 6 4 3 * J 10 
: A 5 2 ”64 

17 6 : J 10 9 3 

+ Q5 +10 8642 

SOUTH 

♦ 9 7 

~ K J 9 8 3 
K 5 2 

♦ A J 7 

The cidchng: 

North East South Wot 

1 Pass I 1 + 

2 7 Pass 4 T Piss 


West 
1 + 
Piss 


Opening lead: King of + 

Don’; commit yourself to a line 
of play ur.ul you have found out as 
much as possible about the hand. 
Wha: you don’t know am harm 
you! 

We are not enthralled with 
North's raise to two hearts. With a 
perfectly balanced hand and a queen 
of spades tha: rated to be a wasted 
value, a pass would have been more 


prudent. h’s doubtful North's ac- 
tion would have made any differ- 
ence to the final contract— four, 
hearts was quite reasonable. 

West Eed the icing of spades and 
continued with the ace and another 
for East to ruff away dummy's 
queen. Declarer overrufred. West 
rose with the ass of hearts when 
declarer led a heart toward the ta- 
ble. then ctited with a heart, leaving 
declarer to make the rest of the 
tricks. 

There were three possibilities— 
either a 3-3 diamond split, a dub 
finesse or dropping a doublet on 
queen of dubs. Before committing 
is a line of play, declarer cashed the 
remaining trumps, discarding a club 
from the table. Next came three 
rounds or diamonds, with West dis- 
carding a spade on the last round. 

The king of clubs now reduced all 
hands to t»o cards. When declarer 
led a club from the board, East pro- 
duced the ten. If you row derided to 
finesse, you have not followed the 
play closely. Declarer knew that 
East's remaining card was a dia- 
mond. so he shot up with the ace to 
drop the queen and land his game. 






FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 4, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroti Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Af- 
ter an upaerting early moring start 
you come under excellent condi- 
tions (Moon trine Pluto) for any- 
tiring that requires quick thinking. 
You are equally versatile in your 
fthyacal movement* through early 


fa m ine** nature together and make 
an outline with your family for 
having security in exp re ari ng your 


ARIES: (Much 21 to April 19) 
Yon are highly charged today and 
tonight to put into motion the 
various j othoare aims that arc vital 
to your f u t ure w ellbeing and happi- 


TAURUSs (April 30 to May 20) 
Deep within yourself you now 
know the answers to the various 
arrangements you can make for 
gaining your most cherished iong- 


GHM2NL- (May 21 to June 21} You 
now can get both usual compan- 
ion* nod those in public who 
understand your personal desires 
re lend you a hand m making them 
yours. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Highly placed persons are 
now watching or otherwise aware 
of just bow you are perform in g 
your duties so don’t let them down. 


LEO: (July 22 re August 21) You 
are now inspi re d with some of your 
most br illian t ideas where your 
creative talents' are concerned so 
lose no time but put them m 
motion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 re September 
22) Get your facts and figures of a 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Outrider the best manner in 
which you can approach those with 
whom you desire contact m the 
future to a long time relationship b 

begun. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21} The way you now plan your 
fiwanrfai activities through your 
daily occupation it the means by 
which you rran have more of tins 
world's goods. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) New interests of a 
rcffif rfl tiff u mi nature can now be 
very good fin - you so consider 
where you can extend your in- 
terests to piafctt them a reality, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A spedal day for you 
to spend every spare moment with 
rci y i nher e of your own family mak- 
ing arrangements re see and enjoy 
them much more. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can be much more 
productive in your everyday affaire 
if you some prominent per- 
sons hire your or even 

F n»n fre them partners. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have some obligations re 
attend to that require the backing 
of those in power or authority in 
the world of action so cooperate 
with them. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I figured i better eat up all the 
ice cream before global warming melts 
It all over your clean floor.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED ' 
g by, Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: U lXXXXJl 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MANLY ENVOY CHORUS DIVIDE 

A nsw er in some b usi ne sse s it’s not the overhead but 
this— THE UNDERHAND 


THE Daily Crossword by Vkginia L Yatas 


1 Gmntoh hue 
5 Questionable 
10 Young oyster 

14 Enthusiastic 

15 Kona Kong 
neighbor 

1G Give a boot 
17 Significant 

19 Candid 

20 Had a hero 

21 Popular 

22 Entertainer 
Lanya 

24 Military 
26 Engaging one? 

29 Biblical suffix 

30 Gregarious 
33 Metric units: 

abbr. 

32 Contrapuntal 
piece 

36 an- 
Pr o vence 

37 Absolutely 
co rrect 

41 Predicament 


+4 — am 

Jonson" 

43 Slangy assent 

44 — bear 


anu an 


(cranky) 

46 Sun. toUowar 

48 Ice pinnacle 

49 Undertakes 

53 ol Two 

dries" 

56 Dernier — 

57 TV’s Felicia 

58 Agree 
80 Likely 

63 A Gardner 

64 Whterea 

65 ever $o 
hurobtou." 

66 Adolescent 

67 Have — of 
tea 

68 Swirl 

DOWN 
1 Pavlova's 


2 State a price 

3 Total 

4 Wall SL gp. 

5 Kiss 


e Triam M«aia SwvteM, tee. 

M flmmd 

Yes t er d ay’s 


6 Author Bret 

7 Take steps 

8 Actress 
Arlene 

9 Dope 

10 Nova — 

11 Certain book 

12 ‘You - My 
Sunshine" 

13 Knockout 
count 

18 Least bit 
23 Crook 
25 Waskit 

27 Choice 

28 "Oedipus — ' 

30 Above: prof. 

31 Molding 

32 Pound pup 

33 Harsh light 

34 Impressive 

35 Religious 
brothers 


nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnm nnnnn 
» <nnnnnnnnnnrannn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
„ nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


34 Impressive 41 Top mil. gp. . 

35 Religious 45 Cotton fabric 

brothers 46 Slightest 

38 Puccini prime 47 Auricular 

donna eg Doit 

39 Mound stat 50 Like a wherry 

40 Ages 51 Destroyed 


52 Delicious 

54 Minnelli 

55 Son of Seth 
58 - set 

58 Dander 
81 Go one better 
62 Foitas 
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Toyota said studying 
truck plant in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Toyota, the 
giant Japanese vehicle man afac - 
tuner, is studying setting np a li g ht 
truck factory in Algeria, a consul- 
tant said on Monday. 

Malek Serai, general manager 
of Algeria International Consult, 
said it was carrying out a pro- 
feasibility study on the project for 
a potential Saudi investor, Yous- 
sef Abdul Ladf Jamfl, Toyota's 
agent in western Saudi Arabia. 

The factory would be designed 
to assemble 100,000 Toyota pick- 
up and light trucks a year, mainly 


aimed at the agricultural market. 

Consultations were under way 
with potential Algerian partners. 
AIC, a private firm, was studying 
potential sites including Setif in 
eastern Algeria, Serai told Reu- 
ters. 

Algeria is abandoning two de- 
cades of socialist central pi turning 
in favour of a market economy. 
Earlier this year it passed a law 
offering unprecedented incen- 
tives to foreign investors, includ- 
ing the possibility of 100 per cent 
foreign ownership. 


ATT bid for NCR rejected 


NEW YORK (R) — American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co., 
(ATT) has proposed a $6 billion 
friendly acqnistion of NCR Corp, 
bat the computer to cash register 
group rejected the offer as in- 
adequate. 

The stock -for-stock merger 
pots a value of $90 on each share 
of NCR, the fifth biggest U.S. 
computer maker. ATT said in a 
statement on Sunday night that 
the offer price reflected an 88 per 
cent premium over file price of 
NCR stock on Nov. 7, the day 
before the deal was first 
rumoured. 

New York-headquartered ATT 
said it was willing to negotiate all 
aspects of its proposal, including 
the price. 

NCR, based in Dayton, Ohio, 
said in a statement that its board 
of directors had concluded the 
ATT offer was “grossly inadequ- 
ate from a financial paint of 
view,” and not in the best in- 
terests of NCR’s shareholders. 

The company said its board 
bad advised ATT that it would 
carefully review another “finan- 
cially sound” proposal should 
ATT choose to submit one. 

“We believe that ATT cannot 
achieve its stated objective of 
combining the computer 
businesses of these two com- 
panies under NCR management 


and the NCR name without the 
support and confidence of NCR 
management in ATTs integrity 
and sense of honour,” NCR 
Chairman Charles Exley said in a 


“No ultimatum ox demand wi& 
likely win that su ppor t or confi- 
dence, and no ultima mm or de- 
mand will intimidate the board of 
directors of NCR into doing a 
disservice to the company, its 
customers, shareholders and em- 
ployees,” Exley said. 

Since Nov. 15, ATT has repe- 
atedly expressed to NCR its in- 
terest in a negotiated transaction. 
The companies have exchanged 
letters, and their chairmen have 
had several conversations and 
made presentations to each 
-others* boards. 

Last Friday, NCR informed 
ATT that H was “prepared to 
enter into private discussions ” 
But NCR refused to meet with 
either ATT or its advisers, ATT 
said in a statement. 

ATT said it was disappointed, 
but hoped NCR would negotiate 
a merger that was of clear 
strategic benefit to both com- 
panies and offered full value to 
NCR shareholders. 

ATT said on Sunday hs prop- 
osal would remain open until the 
dose of business on Wednesday, 


U.S. to. use oil reserves 
to maintain prices 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Watkins arrived late Saturday 
The United. Slates win nsoziKs , r for the talks jon^. die ofl L ntarket 
600^znIHon-barrer strategic "^pet- situation oft fie (Sqjf crisis 
roienm -reserves Tb maintahrpS with the ' kingdom which ~alone 
price stability in the event of controls more than a quarter of 
armed ooaSSct in the Goff, a U.S. die world's proven oil reserves, 
embassy official said Monday. Saudi official statements only 
The official, who could not be mentioned that the two ministers 
named under embassy rules, was the world oil market 

speaking after U.S. ^ Energy and means of stabilising it as well 
Secretary James Watkins bold as bilateral coope ra tion in the oil 
ta lks Sunday with his Saudi Ara- industry. No more was 

bian counterpart, Hisham N&zer. given. 


Korea rejects ARAMCO offer 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Energy and Resources Minister 
Lee Hee-il indicated Monday that 
the government win reject the 
Saudi Arabia 03 Company Saudi 
Aramco's plan to set up a joint- 
venture oil refining firm in South 
Korea. 

Testifying before the national 
assembly, Lee said the govern- 
ment had yet to receive a formal 
application. But be said the gov- 
ernment would act in accordance 
with its basic policy of not allow- 
ing new oil refineries, Korean or 
foreign. 

The policy is designed to pro- 
tect the existing domestic indus- 


try, he added. 

Last week, officials of South 
Korea’s Ssangyong Oil Refining 
Co. said Ssangyong and Saudi 
Aramco had agreed on an equally 
owned joint venture oil refinery 
project in South Korea. 

They said the proposed new 
firm, to be capitalised at $700 
million, would take an its erode 
ml — 175,000 barrels a day — 
from Saudi Aramco and sell its 
products in Korea and elsewhere 
in die Far East. 

Ssangyong Oil Refining Co. is 
owned by the Ssangyong group 
and is among five local refinery 
operators. 


\ o ^ & y 




Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCO 



Cinema 


Kamal Al Shinnawi, 
Ilham Shahln, Farouq Al 

Ffshawi 

APPOINTMENT 

WITH 


Show: 1230,3:30, 630. 830, MW0 

Friday A Sunday extra ihw at 11:00 w 


Tel: 675571 


■ 1> » 





Malaysian fund 
wins IDB prize 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (A) 
— The Islamic Development 
Bank on Monday awarded its 
prire for excellence in Islamic 
banking to the Malaysian Pil- 
grim Fund. 

The fund, established in 
1962, handles the savings of 
Malaysian Muslims and helps 
them make the pilgrimage to 
Islam’s holy cities. 

It now has more than a 
million depositors who repre- 
sent one sixth of Muslims in 
Malaysia. They have deposited 
millions of dollars in savings 
with the fund. 

The fund not only invests the 
savings of pilgrims for them 
but also takes care of diem 
from the day they leave home 
until they come hade from 
their journey to Saudi Arabia. 

“The fund is an investment 
and a religious organisation 
which is a pioneer in its activi- 
ties and should be a model for 
all Islamic countries to fol- 
low,*' the IDB said. 

Tbe annual award, consist- 
ing of $20,000 plus a merit 
certificate, -will be given to the 


management board during tbe 
15th conference of tbe IDB 
board of governors in Cairo 
March 5-6. 

The IDB is an organ of tbe 
Jeddah-based Organisation of 
Islamic Conference. OlC fi- 
nance and economy ministers 
will attend tbe annual confer- 


The IDB has another similar 
prize for the best research 
work in the field of Islamic 
economy, which this year went 
to Mohammad Anas Al Zarqa 
from Syria. 

Zarqa, a graduate of Penn- 
sylvania University with a 
doctorate in economics, is cur* 
ready working as a lecturer at 
King' Abdul Aziz University in 
Jeddah. 

He has written many books 
on various aspects of Islamic 
economics including zaka or 
religions taxes, Islamic con- 
cepts of project management 
arid other topics. 

“His researches are deep, 
objective and accurate," the 
IDB said of Zarqa. 


Japan economy slowing 
after 4-year surge 


By Ktmio Inone 
Rearer 

TOKYO — Higher interest rates 
and sagging share prices are slow- 
ing Japan’s booming economy 
after four years of surging 
growth, economists said on Mon- 
day. 

“The economy is slowing down 
and likely is going through a 
mild adjustment phase by mid- 
next year,” said Nobuyuki Saji, 
economist at tbe Nikko Research 
Centre. 

But he expected consumer 
spending, bolstered by higher 
wages, will remain strong and 
help to keep die economy from 
sliding into recession. 

Third quarter gross national 
product (GNP) data are likely to 
be released later this week or 
next, and many economists ex- 
pect fairly 'strong growth for that 
period. 

But after that, higher domestic 
interest rates and sharp falls in 
Tokyo stock prices began to cut 
into business investment — the 
engine of growth — and force the 
economy to shift into lower gear. 


economists said. 

A survey of economists by 
Reuters shows they expect 
Japan’s GNP grew by a reason- 
able 0.8-1. 4 per cent in July/ 
September from the previous 
three months and by more than 
five per cent from a year earlier. 
It rose a preliminary 0.9 per cent 
in April/June from January/ 
March and 7.5 per cent from a 
year earlier. 

For the entire fiscal year en- 
ding March 1991, economists pre- 
dict the growth in GNP will likely 
top an inflation-adjusted five per 
cent for the fourth consecutive 
year, but will slow to three to four 
per cent in 1991/92. 

They said the economy must 
have lost some of its steam after 
the July-September quarter be- 
cause higher interest rates began 
to put a damper on corporate 
capital investment--. - 

Higher interest rates, coupled 
with the continued falls in Tokyo 
stock prices, will make it harder 
for companies to raise funds and 
wiD thus dampen capital invest- 
ment, economists said. 


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
announces its desire to sell a car: Cheverolet Blazer 4 x 4 
1981. Sale will be conducted through sealed envelopes 
and within 10 days starting from this advertisement date. 
Customs duty unpaid. 

Car can be examined at the UNDP office — Shmeisani. 
UNDP has the right to reject any bid without giving 
'easons. 

For more Information please calf 
tei.: 668171 Mr. Ahmad Ghadieh 


IOUNI 




The next meeting of the British Ladies of Amman will be held on 
Wednesday 5th December at 10 am. at the Amra Hotel. 
Tickets for the B.LA ball to be held on Thursday 6th December 
will be on sale during the meeting. 

The December afternoon meeting will be held on Wednesday 
12th December at 4 p.m. 
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Show: 3 JO, 630. 830 p.m. 
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AIFishawl 


Show: 1130, 3:15, 3:15, 7:15, 9:45 pjn. 



Global trade talks open with 

pressure to end farm fight 


By Sally Jacobses 

The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS, Belgium — World 
trade officials opened a Era ? 
round of global trade talks Mon- 
day with a blur.: reminder that 
tbe economic health of millions, is 
riding on the outcome of itieir 
bargaining. 

“The world is expecting a great 
deal of you,” Belgian Prime 
Minister Wilfried Martens told 
the delegates from 107 nations 
attending the negotiating session 
of tbe Uruguay Round, the most 
ambitious trade talcs ever. 

"Failure would deal world 
trade stability a nasty b'.cw and 
would seriously harm the world 
economy," be said. 

Some 2,500 officials gathered 
to kick off their week of bargain- 
ing that has been threatened with 
failure by an acrimonious fight 
over cub in government pay- 
ments to farmers. 

“The prosperity of millions de- 
pends on decisions that will be 
taken this week in Brussels,” 
Martens said at the opening cere- 
mony at the Keyset Palaces, a 
vast exhibition complex on the 
outskirts of the Belgian capital. 

The dispute pis the European 
Community and Japan against 
tbe United States, Australia and 
others. 


Thousands of farmers, mostly 
Europeans, planned a march 
through Brussels on the opening 
day of talks to show their opposi- 
tion to any move to trim their 
support payments. 

“Tbe Uruguay Round is in 
deep crisis,” said Australian 
Trade Minister Neal Blewett, 
chairman of the Cairns Group of 
14 farm-exporting nations. 

“Agriculture is the linchpin of 
that crisis and unless it’s unblock- 
ed, then the round is greatly 
endangered,” be told a news con- 
ference Sunday. 

Tbe negotiations, which began 
in 1986 in the Uruguayan resort 
of Puma del Este, are designed to 
lower barriers to trade in 15 
areas, including agriculture, tex- 
tiles, manufactured goods and 
services, such as banking, trans- 
portation, telecommunications 
and construction. 

Bui on the eve of the talks, 
officials stressed repeatedly that 
ending the fight over agriculture 
was key to successful conclusion. 

'The impasse there is poison- 
ing other pans of the round," 
said Blewett. "Negotiations in 
other areas are going to be diffi- 
cult without some resolution 
there." 

Tbe United States, backed by 
Australia, Argentina, Brazil and 
others, wants the European Com- 


munity to snip away much of its 
costly farm support system, mak- 
ing cuts ranging from 75 per cent 
to 90 per cent. 

The 12-nation trading bloc, 
known as the Common Market, 
so far has refused to budge from 
its position of a 30 per cent cut in 
limi ted areas. 

The United States, again 
joined by others, also wants 
Japan to lift its ban on rice 
imports. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Clayton Ycuttcr met with trade 
officials from the European Com- 
munity and Japan but reported 
no progress. 

“There is no tangible shift in 
position in either place at this 
stage,” be told reporters at the 
community’s Berlaymont head- 
quarters. "(But) we should not 
conclude there will be no flexibil- 
ity later in the session." 

Blewett said, “we’ve got no 
indication... that tbe European 
Communtiy’s position indicates 
any flexibility at all.” 

Ray MacSharry, the commun- 
ity’s top farm official, however, 
told reporters that "there is sub- 
stantial common ground” in some 
areas of negotiation. 

France and Germany have 
been the community’s main 
opponents to further reductions. 
But there is speculation that the 
German government, which was 


anxious about farm support in- 
Sunday’s elections, might give in 
some now that tbe balloting is. 
over. 

Blewett predicted that the farm - 
issue will come to a head in the ■ 
first two days of the conference. 

On another dispute, officials. 
reported some progress in an 

effort to write new rules for trade 
in various service industries such 
as banking and insurance. 

Canadian Trade Minister John ’ 
Crosbie said Canada, with the' 
support of several other coun- 
tries, would offer on Monday a 
proposal for removing barriers to 
trade in financial services. He ' 
said tbe measure has the support 
of tbe United States and tire. 
Common Market. 

There is pressure to finish an 
accord quickly because U.S. ‘ 
President George Bush must get 
tbe package to the U.S. Congress 
by March 1 under legislation that ’ 
prevents the lawmakers from ' 
scuttling the deal piece by piece. 

The Uruguay Round is the- 
eighth in a series of negotiating ■ 
sessions designed to reduce tariff* „ 
and lower barriers to global 
trade. 

Tbe negotiations are sponsored ■ 
by tbe general agreement on . 
tariffs and trade, which was cre- 
ated in 1947 as a forum aiyj an ■ 
agreement to freer world trade. 


Asia: Oil prices slide on Gulf peace moves 


SINGAPORE (R) — Oil prices 
fell more than 50 cents in Asia on 
Monday due to a spark cf hope 
that tbe Gulf crisis would be 
defused by envoys and war 
avoided. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said on Friday he was willing :e 
“go the extra mile” to seek peace 
in the Middle East, prompting 


furious selling on New York’s 
energy futures markets. 

Trading in Asia was more hesi- 
tant due to doubts that the Un- 
ited States and Iraq could man- 
oeuvre their way out of their 
firmly entrenched positions 

Bush proposed that Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz visit 
Washington by mid * December 


Another victim of Gulf crisis 

Continental files 
for bankruptcy 


NEW YORK (AP) — Continen- 
tal Airlines Holdings' Ihc. said 
Kfonday it plans to file fer protec- 
tion from its creditors under 
chapter 11 of the federal bank- 
ruptcy laws, citing bigb fuel costs 
and a heavy debt load. 

At the same time, it said it has 
agreed to sell its Seattie-Tacoma 
to Tokyo route to American Air- 
lines for $150 million, pending 
approval of the bankruptcy court. 

In a two-page statement, the 
company said faugh je; fuel costs 
and a high debt load have “cre- 
ated a temporary cash shortage 
for tbe airline." 

Continental lost SSS.3 million 
in the third quarter of this year, 
compared to a loss ofS25S million 
in 1989. For the firs: nine months. 


losses totalled $97 million, com- 
pared' with a $522.8-miIlion loss 
last .year. 

A filing for protection under 
chapter 1 1 of the bankruptcy laws 
permits a company to reorganise 
its financial affairs while the court 
bolds creditors at bay. 

Executives of tbe Houston- 
based carrier said tbe airlin e in- 
tends to continue full service and 
full operations. 

It said it will ask the court to 
allow uninterrupted continuation 
of its agreements with other air- 
lines, its ticket refund policies and 
travel agent compensation. 

Tbe filing will be made in 
Wilmington, Deleware, where 
tbe company is incorporated, 
according to the statement. 


and that U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker travel to Baghdad 
for talk* with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein by mid-January. 

Iraq agreed and said dates and 
arrangements would be set when 
an official invitation reached 
Baghdad. 

Britain’s Brent blend, an inter- 
national benchmark crude, was 
quoted here at $28.50/828.65 a 
barrel for January cargoes com- 
pared with $29.15 in New York 
on Friday. 

Bush’s proposal wiped more 
than $4 off U.S. oil prices on 
Friday. 

It was difficult to see bow a 
compromise could be reached to 
allow a peaceful solution to tbe 


Gulf crisis without either side 
losing face, dealers here said. 

“The U.S. still says nothing is 
negotiable until Iraq leaves 
Kuwait, while Saddam only wants 
to talk about the Pales tinian^ ” 
said a Singapore-based trader for 
a U.S. investment house. 

“The fact that they are going to 
talk is certainly positive for peace 
and negative for the market,” he 
said. “But I don't think the mar- 
ket will go down much further 
from here." 

The United States said the 
talks would not be negotiations 
but a last chance for Iraq to 
comply with United Nations re- 
solutions. 


WANTED 


WANTED ETLIPINA MAID 

To work for Jordanian family. Should have ready work permit and 
residence permit. 

Good salary offered 

Call: 810221 


Secretary /Accountant 

An international telecommunication company has an open' 
ing in its Jordan branch for a secretary/accountant 
The profile is: 

— Jordanian female 

— Less than 30 years old 

— Secretarial diploma with good knowledge of account- 
ing 

— The use of P.C. softwares is essential 

— Arabic & English typing are a must 

— French language is a plus 

Please send your detailed C.V. Including salary 
requirements to: 

P.O. Box 6386 Amman-Jordan 


HOUSEKEEPflsR/NANNY WANTED 

Mature, responsible lady required to live with family with 
baby, aged 1 year 8 months. References required. 

Please call Joanna at 605930 days 
and 849555 evenings 


☆ Two apartments in excellent location in Shmeisani. 

* Unfurnished apt.. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious hail, 
dining room. A r ea: 275m 2 

it Fully furnished apt.. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining/living 
hail, TV and video, ‘washing machine and dryer, surrounded 
by a garden. Area: 1 75111* 

it Separate healing, telephone and two separate entrances for 
each one. 

Please call teL: 606947 


WANTED 

Live-in maid with ability to take care of two 
children and do complete house work. Must 
speak good English. 

Contact 

825585 9:00 a.m.-10:GQ a.m 
or 672153 1:30 p.m.-2;00 p.m. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

Amman Transport and Municipal Development Project 

(Loan No. 2334 - Jo) 

The Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part of the 

proceeds of the above lean to road maintenance equipment 

Tender documents will be available as of Saturday, Dec. 8. 1990 

for a Don-refundable fee cf JD 160, one hundred and eighty 
Jordanian dinars from: * 1 

Municipality of Greater Amman 
Tenders Department 
P.O. Box 132 

Amman-Jordan 
Telex: 21969 AMCITY JO 
Fax: 9626649420 

Closing date for accepting me bids is 10.00 a.m. Monday Jan. 

21, 1991 at same address mentioned above. 

A certified check or a bank guarantee as a bid bond is a must for 

accepting the bids amounting to (5%) of the total bid value. 


CARS FOR SALE 

Cheverolet Caprice Bergham. 1990 model, with Kuwaiti plate, 
silver colour, covered 18,000 km. In very good condition. Price: 
JD 9,000. 

Cheverolet Caprice Station car, 1969 model. Colour blue 
Kuwaiti- Iraq plate; mileage: 45,000 km. Price: JD 6,000. Both 
cars are with full options. 

Please call tell. no. 692455 
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54 killed In S. African dashes 


TOKOZA. South Africa (AP) — 
Police said Monday at least 54 
people had been killed in black 
factional fighting when rival 
groups armed with axes, spears 
and guns clashed in black 
townships, looting and burning 
• .omes. 

At least 24 black men were 
shot and hacked to death late 
Sunday and early Monday in 
Tokoza township, east of Johan* 
nesburg. in some of the worst 
factional violence in recent 
months, police said. 

Fighting also erupted Sunday 
in Katlehong, Tembisa and 
Sebokeng townships. Police said 
47 people in all were killed in the 
Johannesburg area. 

Elsewhere at least seven peo- 
ple were killed in weekend fight- 
ing in Natal province. Police said 
some S00 men armed with guns 
and knives fought near Pieter- 
maritzburg in clashes between 
factions supporting the Inkatha 
Freedom Party and rival African 
National Congress. 

Heavily-armed police and 
troops in armoured vehicles 
moved in to Tokoza Monday to 
halt the fighting. Police in 
armoured vehicles shepherded 
hundreds of Xhosas armed with 
dubs, axes and spears, who mar- 
ched through the area singing and 
brandishing weapons. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
and Law and Order Minister 


Adriaan Vlok toured Tokoza 
Sunday night to try and help 
restore order. Police said the two 
men visited squatter areas hit by 
fighting, but gave no further de- 
tails. 

The fighting pined Zuln sup- 
porters of Inkatha against Xhosas 
and other blacks linked to the 
ANC. Police, political leaders 
and residents gave conflicting and 
vague accounts of how the fight- 
ing started, with each side blam- 
ing the other. 

Police said a white man was 
“necklaced,” or killed with a 
burning tire wTapped around his 
body, in Katlehong. but gave no 
details on the incident. Very few 
whites have been hurt in the 

factional fighting that has raged 
in Johannesburg's black 
townships in recent months. 

Hundreds of terrified men. 
women and children fled their 
homes after the fighting erupted 
in Tokoza and Katlehong. There 
were reports of widespread loot- 
ing. 

Several homes in Tokoza were 
attacked and burned, their in- 
habitants hacked to death with 
knives and dubs. Bodies were 
still lying on the ground around 
the burned out houses. 

“The Zulus came in the night. 
They killed our poeple. We don't 
know why. They are killing us," 
said one frightened Xhosa man 
holding a dub. 


Some residents claimed Zulus 
were being aided by armed 
whites, but could give no evi- 
dence. The ANC and other 
opposition groups have accused 
security forces of siding with In- 
katha in the fighting. 

But Zulu leaders claimed that 
several of their followers had 
been shot by police for no appa- 
rent reason. “They are not here 
as peacekeepers." said one angry 
Zulu in Tokoza. 

Gose to 1,000 blocks have 
been killed in factional fighting in 
Johannesburg townships since 
August. The fighting had sub- 
sided after September, but vio- 
lence flared again in recent 
weeks, claiming dozens of lives. 

More than 5,000 blacks have 
died since 19S6 in Natal in fac- 
tional fighting between Inkatha 
and ANC supporters. 

The ANC and Inkatha both 
oppose apartheid, but disagree 
on how to fight it and on their 
vision for a further South Africa. 
Inkatha favours free enterprise, 
while the ANC leans more to 
socialist economic programmes. 

The ANC has charged repe- 
atedly that Inkatha is being used 
by the white government to cre- 
ate divisions among blacks. The 
government has denied the 
charges. 

President F.W. de Klerk has 
promised to scrap apartheid and 
share power with the black 


majority. Talks between the gov- 
ernment. the ANC and other 
blade groups on writing a new 
constitution are expected to begin 
next year. 

Meanwhile, African National 
Congress President Oliver Tam- 
bo will return to South Africa 
next week after 30 years in exile, 
file ANC representative in Bri- 
tain said Monday. 

Mendi Msimang said Tam bo, 
who has been in London under- 
going rehabilitation after suffer- 
ing a stroke, would arrive back 
home on Dec. 13. He may start 
his journey Later this week, visit- 
ing one or two countries on the 
way. 

Tam bo. 73, who left South 
Africa in 1960 after the ANC was 
banned by the government, came 
to London in April this year from 
Stockholm. 

De Klerk legalised the ANC in 
February this year and shortly 
afterwards released Nelson Man- 
dela, now ANC deputy president, 
from 27 years in jail. 

Tam bo has been president of 
the ANC. South Africa's oldest 
anti- apartheid movement, since 
1969. During many of his 30 years 
in exile, he was based in Lusaka. 
Zambia, where the ANC had its 
headquarters. 

But he travelled widely, be- 
coming a roving ambassador for 
the black nationalist cause. 


Life returns to normal in Chad ! Honecker 


N'DJAMENA. Chad (AP) — 
Shops reopened and life returned 
to calm normality Monday in the 
Chadian capital as rebel con- 
queror Idriss Deby savoured his 
first full day in power. 

No evidence surfaced to settle 
conflicting reports on the fate of 
deposed President Hissene 
Habre. A Libyan news agency 
Sunday reported him killed near 
the Sudan border, while other 
sources said he had fled to neigh- 
bouring Cameroon. Neither re- 
port could be independently veri- 
fied. 

Deby held talks late Sunday with 
Alingue Bawayeu, president of 
the National Assembly and legal 
chief of slate in the president's 
absence, various sources re- 
ported. 

After a triumphal motorcade 
procession through the capital in 
a black Mercedes, Deby declared 
Sunday that he did not recognise 
Habre's successors and vowed 
that his Patriotic Salvation Move- 
ment would install multiparty 
democracy. Deby had helped 
Habre lead a coup in 1982. 

Habre organised the country's 
first contested election earlier this 
year, but candidates were limited 
to independents and members of 
bis ruling party. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of deaths in the takeover of 


the capital, but the French relief 
agency Doctors Without Borders 
said it treated 120 people hurt in 
rioting Saturday. 

“My worry is not to be presi- 
dent of tbe republic," said Deby, 
who served as Habre's chief milit- 
ary adviser from 1982 to 1989. 

“This country must become 
democratic, pluralist. The mo- 
ment has come to lay down cur 
arms." 

Deby did not rule out being 
president, but said the decision 
would rest with his party. He said 
be wants to meet with Aiingue 
Bawayeu, president of Chad's 
National Assembly and the 
highest-ranking politician left in 
the capital. 

Deby also urged reconciliation 
with Goukouni Oueddei, the 
president he and Habre toppled 
in 1982. Oueddei is living in exile 
in Libya. 

On Sunday, Deby met French 
Ambassador Francois-'Xavier 
Gendreau. The ambassador, 
however, declined to say whether 
he tried to persuade Deby to 
negotiate with Bawayeu. 

Last year. Habre accused Deby 
of plotting a coup, and Deby fled 
to Sudan and organised a rebel 
movement against his onetime 
ally. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) said Habre and 


several aides had been killed be- 
tween Tine and Oum Chalcuba in 
eastern Chad, the site of heavy- 
fighting between government sol- 
diers and rebel fighters last week. 

“The reports by news media on 
the escape of Habre with his 
family on board an aircraft :o a 
neighbouring country were not 
true." said JANA, monitored :r. 
Rome. The news agency cited no 
sources, and did not say when 
Habre had been k&cd. I: pro- 
vided no further details. 

But a Patriotic Salvation Move- 
ment communique claimed 
Habre had sought refuge in 
Maroua. Cameroon, about 295 
kilometres south of N"Djamena. 

“Nothing confirms that he died 
in any fighting," French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas said in 
Paris during a televised interview. 
“I even have information to the 
contrary.” 

Diplomatic sources also said 
most of Habre's cabinet ministers 
left tbe capital by vehicle. 

Though anti-Habre rebels have 
been armed by Libya in the past, 
it is unclear how much help De- 
by 's forces have received recently 
from Tripoli. Libya has denied 
any involvement in the rebel's 
recent offensive. 

In its dispatches Sunday, 
however. JANA called Harr: a 
“brigand" and hailed the victory 
of the rebeis. 


in serious 
condition 

BERLIN ( AP) — Soviet military 
doctors have ordered former East 
German leader Erich Honecker, 
sought for arrest by German offi- 
cials. into a cardiology unit at a 
Red Army hospital, a radio sta- 
tior. reported Monday. 

The Sender Freies Berlin radio 
station quoted an unnamed 
Soviet interpreter as saying 
Soviet doctors considered Hon- 
ecker's condition “serious.” Hon- 
ecker. 73. sought refuge at tbe 
hospital is April. 

Soviet military officials have 
prevented German police from 
serving Honecker with an arrest 
warrant on charges be personally 
issued orders to East German 
border guards to shoot-to-kill 
people trying to flee the Com- 
munist country. 

German police must have per- 
mission from Soviet authorities to 
enter the hospital complex in tbe 
woods outside Beelitz. a town in 
former East Germany some 32' 
kilometres south of Berlin. 

A Soviet diplomat said Sunday 
th3t the decision on whether 
KonsckeT can be turned over to 
German authorities would have 
to be made at the highest level, 
presumably in Moscow. 


Bush 

starts visit 

to Latin 
America 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — U.S. 
President George Bush opened a 
weekiong South American visit 
Monday at a time when U.S. 
concerns are turning fr o m tbe 
cold war to economic cooperation 
in this hemisphere. 

Bush's plane arrived at dawn 
Monday in this Brazilian capital 
after an overnight flight from 
Washington. 

His itinerary also includes Uru- 
guay, Chile, Venezuela and 

Argentina. 

Bush seemed in good spirits as 
he arrived at dawn at a military 
air base here. He smiled and 
shook bands as he was greeted by 
Foreign Minister Francisco Re- 
zck and an air force honour 
guard. He later was driven to 
Plana! to Palace, where Bush was 
officially welcomed by President 
Fernando CoHor de Me Ho. Later, 
Bush was scheduled to deliver a 
speech to a joint session of the 
Brazilian Congress. 

Bush and CoUor opened their 
meeting by talking about the im- 
pact on world oil prices and the 
global economy after Iraq's 
takeover of Kuwait. 

Bush mentioned the figures 
51.5 billion, presumably talking 
about the impact that President 
Vaclav Havel told him tbe 
occupation was having on 
Czechoslovakia. “That's why, 
when people say to me that this 
can go on an on. I say, “no,’" 
Bush said. 

Leaders in all five nations were 
preparing warm welcomes for 
Bush, while demonstrators, 
promised to stage protests at each 
stop. 

At each stop he is expected to 
hail the evolution to democratic 
rule in Latin America and to 
promote his vision of a 
hemisphere-wide free trade zone. 
After a decade in which U.S. 
hemispheric policy was domin- 
ated by the political upheaval in 
Central America, Bush now has 
the luxury of having wht U.S. 
officials like to call a “positive 
agenda” in his dealings with Latin 
America. 

Skeptics wonder about the use- 
fulness of his visit at a time of 
crisis in the Gulf, but Bush feels it 
is important to seize on what he 
regards as a moment a of unique 
opportunity in hemispheric rela- 
tions. 

Bush was to have made tbe 
visit in September but postponed 
it because of tbe Gulf situation. 

Each of the countries on Bush's 
itinerary except Venezuela began 
the last decade under military 
rule and now has an elected 
president. Venezuela has had 
stable, democratic government 
since 1958. 


Argentina in state of 
siege after army revolt 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tine President Carlos Menem de- 
clared a state of siege Monday 
after rebel officers seized the 
army headqarters in central 
Buenos Aires at dawn, presiden- 
tial spokesman Humbert Toledo 
said. 

An army statement said around 
50 armed men took control of the 
headquarters and were in partial 
control of several other military 
units in the tity. It said shooting 
took place but gave no de t a il s of 
casualties. 

Local radio reported two men 
killed and five injured in tbe 
shooting. There were also uncon- 
firmed reports that rebel coast 
guard officers had seized their 
headquarters in the port of 
Buenos Aires. 

Tbe army statement said the 
situation was normal elsewhere in 
the country and that orders had 
been given to retake the buildings 
held by the rebels. 

By 8 a.m. do troops could be 
seen around tbe army headquar- 
ters. Reporters at tbe scene said 
they were waved back at gun- 
point by three rebel officers who 
came out of the building and 
raised the Argentine battle flag, 
saying only “for the fatherland” 
before re-entering. 

Politicians at government 
house said Menem trad promised 
to act energetically to deal with 
the rebellion, tbe fourth since 
April 1987. An emergency 
cabinet meeting had been called. 

Congressman Miguel Angel 
Toma told local radio he under- 
stood the rebels were linked to 
retired Colonel Mohamad Ali 
Seine Idin, who led an uprising in 
December 1988. 

Seineldm is currently serving 
60 days detention at a military 
base after issuing an open letter 
to Menem in which he warned of 
a potentially explosive situation 
wi thin tbe armed forces. 

The three previous army rebel-' 
lions involved groups of disgrun-. 
tied jnnior officers. 

The officers were opposed to 


the army high command and un- 
happy at the way in which miht - 
.ary personnel were brought to 
trial for crimes committed during 
the war against leftist subversives 
under the 1976-1983 military dic- 
tatorship. 

They p fcn had been criticised 
for their role in the 1982 Malvinas 
(Falklands) war against Britain- 

The White House had no im- 
mediate comment on die incident 
m Buenos Aires. U.S. President 
George Bush arrived in Brazil 
Monday to start a one-week visit 
to Sooth America that includes a 
stop in Argentina Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

A second army statement said 
there had been ' casualties but 
gave no further details. It added 
that the situation at the four army 
corps based in tbe interior of 
Argentina was normaL 

Army Commander General 
Martin Bonnet had set up head- 
quaners at a mounted grenadiers 
base in tbe suburb of Palermo 
near one of tire garrisons which 
had been se i zed. 

Residents of Palermo, a 
fashionable area three kilometres, 
from the city centre, said they 
were awakened by repeated 
bursts of machinegun and semi- 
automatic weapons fire coming 
from tbe nearby garrison. 

Live television coverage 
showed heavily-armed loyal 
troops outside the Palermo garri- 
son. At one point two rebel sol- 
diers stretched on the ground to 
surrender to armed men in civilian 
clothing. 

The two soldiers were rushed 
away with pistols at their heads. 
An ambulance went into the base 
and left shortly afterwards, sirens 
blaring. Loyal troops checked the 
inside but reporters were unable 
to approach before it sped off. 

Central streets were blocked 
off causing rush hour traffic 
chaos. Lorries trying to enter the 
port were turned back by armed 
coast guards, although it was not 
dear if they were loyal forces or 
rebels. 


Ershad orders military 
to crack down on protest 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sasin Mohammad Exshad ordered ' 
security forces to deal harshly 
with protesters as Bangladesh, 
reeling from weeks of political 
unrest and the imposition of 
emergency rule, braced itself for 
an indefinite strike from Tues- 
day. 

“Those damaging ve hides and 
resorting to other te r ror tactics in 
the name of a political campaign 
are miscreants,” he told members 
of the paramilitary Bangladesh 
Rifles Sunday. 

“Deal with them harshly and 


save the country," he said in a 
speech broadcast on state televi- 
sion. 

Twenty-one opposition parties 
and the Islamic fundamentalist 
Jamaat-E-Islami have called on 
all workers to go on strike for 
eight horns a day from Tuesday. 

The call has been backed by 
students, the main force behind 
the opposition groups, as well as 
industrial and transport workers, 
teachers, lawyers and doctors. 

They all want Exshad, a former 
general who seized power in a 
bloodless coup in 1982, to resign. 


Gorbachev pushes for new 
union : Balts aim to leave 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, squaring up 
for tough measures, pushed 
ahead Monday with his drive to 
bold tbe Soviet Union together 
despite renewed campaign by tbe 
Baltic republics to win independ- 
ence. 

Hours after putting a Com- 
munist hardliner and a har- 
dheaded young army general in 
charge of tbe Interior Ministry, 
Gorbachev appeared in parlia- 
ment for a debate on his much- 
criticised draft for a new union 
treatv. 

m 

Gorbachev watched as his ally 
Rafik Nishanov declared that the 
treaty gave each of the country's 
15 republics new rights, but 
warned they could suffer if they 
failed to approve it. 

Nishanov, a senior official of 
the Supreme Soviet, said repub- 
lics which refused to become part 
of the proposed “Union of 
Sovereign Soviet Republics" 
would remain bound by an earlier 
union treaty which set much suffer 
terms for secession. 

But following an unpre- 
cedented joint session of their 
parliaments at the weekend, the 
three Baltic republics — Latvia. 
Lithuania and Estonia — reiter- 
ated their determination to 
achieve full independence. 

Baltic leaden insist that their 
republics were illegally incorpo- 
rated into the Soviet Union in 
1940. 

Estonian President Arnold 
Ruutel told a news conference in 
the Lithuanian capital Vilnius 
Sunday night that it was vital for 
the three Baltic republics to work 
together to achieve independ- 
ence. TASS news agency re- 
ported. 

“The latest draft treaty aims to 
preserve the old Soviet Union 
with all its institutions. There are 
very few changes.... this is un- 
acceptable to Estonia," Ruutel 
said after tbe joint session of the 
three Baltic parliaments. 

Latvian Vice-President Alexei 
Krastvns said tbe session had 


been organised “despite obstacles 
set up by our foes.” 

“The independence process is 
irrevers i ble and we will win no 
matter what forces or weapons 
oppose us.*’ be declared. 

Lithuanian President Vvtautas j 
Landsbergis told tbe news confer- j 
ence that he expected to meet j 
U.S. President George Bush in ; 
Washington on Dec. 10. I 

Lithuanian officials said Land- ( 
sbergis would seek stronger j 
Western backing for tbe three j 
rebel republics during his visit to j 
tbe United States and Canada 
next week. 

Most Western leaders have 
been reluctant to expres s overt 
support for tite independence of 
the Baltic states for fear of 
weakening Gorbachev. 

Lithuania. Latvia and Estonia 
were absorbed into the Soviet 
Union under strong military 
pressure in the wake of a 1939 
pact between Moscow and Nazi 
Germany. 

7 killed in Azerbaijan 


Meanwhile seven people were 
killed and three wounded in Soviet 
Azerbaijan in a gun battle be- j 
tween police and militants from j 
neighbouring Armenia, the j 
TASS said Monday. 

The fighting Sunday was the 
latest in series of clashes on tbe 
benders of the two Transcauca- 
sian republics linked to a dispute 
over the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Four of the dead were Azeri 
policemen and three were Arme- 
nian militants, TASS said. 

Three policeman were wound- 
ed and two were reported missing 
in the dash in the Khanlar border 
district. 

* The tension over Nagorno- 
Karabakh has added to Gor- 
bachev’s problems as he tries to 
pacify restive republics and revive 
the Soviet economy. 

Gorbachev issued a decree in 
July — aimed primarily at Arme- 
nia — that called for all militant 
groups to dsaxm. 


Yugoslav 

army 

threatens 

rebel 

republics 


BELGRADE ( R) — The Yugos- 
lav army has said it would use 
force to take weapons away from 
police and territorial defence on- . 
its in the country's rebel repub- 
lics. 

Defence Minister Genera: 
Veljko Kadijevic said in a taped 
television interview that the main - 
danger to the country's unity was 
tbe formation of regional armies 
in the republics. 

“This is done by misusing the 
territorial defence, civil defence 
and organs of tbe Interior Minis- 
try and by the formation of volun- 
teer brigades.” Kadajevic said. 

“.All armed formations outside 
the constitutionally defined 
armed forces will be disarmed... 
the army will adhere to the law 
and the constitution and those 
who oppose it by force will be 
incapacitated by force." 

Kadijevic's warning was the 
strongest threat so far in growing 
tension between the army and tbe 

republics of Slovenia and Croatia 
over control of territorial defence 
units — reservists drawn from : 
ex-national service con scripts . 

It was the first time that the 
army has threatened to take ac- 
tion against police. 

Slovenia and Croatia have : 
asserted control over their territo- ; 
rial defence and put their 
weapons under armed guard in ' 
defiance of Yugoslav military 
leaders. 

Both republics want Yugosia- - 
via to be transformed into a loose 
confederation of sovereign states 
.and have threatened to secede if • 
this fails. Slovenia win hold a > 
plebiscite on seccession from : 
Yugoslavia in January. 


Lafontaine, poll’s big loser, cheered as future victor 


BONN (Agencies) — Despite a 
shattering defeat in all-German 
elections, younger Social Demo- 
crats I SPD) rallied around failed 
chance Lor-candi date Oskar Laf- 
ntaine as their man to win a 
rematch in four years. 

Lafontaine's status as tbe 
SPD's rising star is in for a stiff 
c h allenge by party conservatives 
after late computer projections 
showed voters gave the SPD a 
mere ?4 per cent, its worst result 
since 1957. 

Bar the mostly younger crowd 
who packed SPD headquarters 
cn election eve gave Lafontaine. 
47. a hero's welcome when he 
carte out to concede defeat to 
Chcnce"cr He! mat Kohl. 

Cheers and chants of "Oskar, 
O-kar" greeted the loser, who 
appeared unbowed and even 
cheerful as be waved to his fans. 

“We saw a big gain among 
young people.” Lafontaine said 
of tbe election. 

T think if you analyse the 
results carefuliy you will see we 
were able to mobilise the young 
much more than earlier, and chat 
Seaves rooms for hope for the 
future.” 

Lafoctirine's disappointed sup- 
porters dearly place their hope 
for the future in him. 

' He is the only chance we 
have... and I hope he runs again 
in four years.” said Brirta 

Erftnann. 25, a party headquar- 
ters worker. 

Lafontaine, premier of tiny 
Saar state and leader of the par- 
ty's younger generation and lef- 
tists, fell far short of his self- 
imposed “40 per cent plus X” 
gcal. 

He also landed behind tbe 37 
per oeat the SPD chalked up in 
the last West German general 
polls in 1987. a mark viewed by 
many commentators as critics] to 
Laf 02 tame's chances of taking 
over tbe party leadership. 

Lafontaine "s backers want him 
to run for party chairman, in May- 
against HansJocben Vogel, a 
centrist who patched up party 
rife between left and right in tbe 
1930s bat who critics say lacks the 
drive to Led the SPD out of 
opposition. 


Karl-Heinz Haage. a 60-year- 
old campaigner at the election 
party, said the SPD must back 
Lafontaine if it wants to win the 
next parliamentary poll. 

"Lafontaine has won over sup- 
porters above all in the younger 
gen er a ti on. In four years, those: 
voters will be four years older and 
if we can win over their followers 
as well, then we have a good 
chance.” 

Looking for a way to justify 
Sunday's poor showing, backers 
at the election party blamed 
euphoria over German unity for 
stealing the wind from their 
candidate's sails. 

“The problem was this whole 
emoti o nal wave around unifica- 
tion.” said SPD worker Herbert 
Roesch. 29. 

"People became slightly blind 
to social problems and tbe en- 
vironment” — Lafontaine 's top 
campaign issues. 

Lafontaine had led Kohl in 
most opinion polls for months 
before East Germans rose up and 
ousted communism in a peaceful 
revolution late last year. 

While Lafontaine hesitated to 
embrace tbe shot at unity. Kohl 
deftly guided East and West to 
merge on Oct. 3. boo st ing his 
popularity ratings to a record 
high. 

As the SPD licked its wounds, 
another losing party on the left 
was celebrating the fact they bad 
made it into the Bundestag par- 
liament at all. 

The Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS), the renamed 
successors to East Germany's 
toppled Communists, won 9.4 per 
cent of the vote in East Germany 
and only 0.2 per cent in the West, 
according to late projections. 

Western supporters at a PDS 
party in Bonn were happy to have 
a strong far-left presence in the 
Bundestag for the first time. 

“I mist people like (Party lead- 
er Gregori) Gysi. They will get 
socialism right this time, if we let 
them alone to get on with it.” said 
Hena Kutz, a retired teacher 
from Cologne. 

“Unfortunately the PDS are no 
longer true Communists but they 
are a strong leftist force and it ts 


important to have them in the 
Bundestag,” said Peter Teleu, a 
toolmaker from Bonn. 

Gysi put an optimistic spin on 
the results, noting the Commun- 
ists were strong enough to get 
into parliament. He said they laid 
a foundation on which to build 
support in the West. 

“It's not so much the quantity, 
but the quality,” of support, be 
said. “One now chooses us as the 
leftist democratic alternative.” 

A recent political scandal 
might have contributed to the 
former Communists' drop in sup- 
port since last March. 

Tbe Communists are widely 
believed to still control millions, 
perhaps billions of dollars in 
property and cash accumulated 
during their 40 years in power. 

A former party official faces 
c h arg e s be tried to hide more 
than 5680,000 in party assets. 

Berlin's top law enforcement 
officer. Interior Senator Erich 
Paetzold, said last week that the 
party stil illegally bolds more than 
568 million in bank accounts. 

Gysi had denied the party is 
hiding its assets and said he is not 
aware of attempts by officials to 
move money out of the country. 

Greens — tbe end of an era 

The Greens in former West 
Gennady, who gai ned prominen- 
ce backing ecological and asti- 
pudear causes, lost all their par- 
liamentary seats Sunday in Ger- 
many's first free, united elections 
since 1932. 

Meanwhile, their sister party in 
former East Germany was pro- 
jected to gain nooly eight seats in 
the country's 656- member new 
parliament. 

Hubert Kleinert, Greens lead- 
er in tbe outgoing parliament, 
described the outcome as a "de- 
bacle” 

“It's a heavy defeat, and we all 
must ask ourselves why this is 
happening," he said. 

The Greens, who initially re- 
sisted quick German unification, 
were one of Europe’s first ecolo- 
gy groups whose disarmament 
policies brought them support in 
the 1980k. They won 48 seats in 
former West Germany's 1987 


election. 

But the Greens became rebels 
without a cause when mainstream 
parties embraced ecology as' then- 
own theme and disarmament 
accords began removing nuclear 
missiles from Germany. 

“We are not getting in (tbe 
parfiament), our themes interest 
barely anyone," said Greens 
leader Christian Stroebele in a 
first reaction to the ballot results. 

According to computer projec- 
tions by German television net- 
works. tbe Greens in western 
Germany would get less than 5 
per cent of the vote, the mini , 
mum needed to get into the 
federal legislature. 

Tbe Greens- Alliance 90 list in 
eastern Germany would get more 
than 6 per cent, according to the 
projections, giving them 8 seats. 
Alliance 90 is a similar leftist 
group that included many prom- 
inent members of the pro- 
democracy movement that 
helped topple the Communist 
gov ernm ent last year. 

Pre-election polls a few days 
before the ballot were still pre- 
dicting that the Greens would win 
about 9 per cent of tbe vote. They 
got 8.3 per cent in the 1987 
election. 


the party's cam- 
paign as “amateurish,” Kleinert 
said, “the party most fun- 
damentally change if we are still 
to remain a party in the future." 

Stroebele said the G re e ns will 
have a chance again once the 
“euphoria” of German unifica- 
tion died down. 

“There is still a place for the 
Gr e e n s, we must see what mis- 
takes we made, what we must 
change” he said. 

Rooted in the student move- 
ment of 1968, the anti-NATO 
Greens mobflised hundreds of 
thousands of West Ger mane fo 
massive anti-nuclear protests in 
the 1980s. They first earned 
In the federal parliament in 1983 

shocking the political establish^ 
meat. 

The Greens often cam* to de- 
bates is jeans and sneakers and 
won seats in many local and 
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Italian film 
wins top 
Europeiui award 


GLASGOW. Scotland (AP) — 
The Italian film Porte Aperte was 
named European Film of die 
Year daring presentations of the 

Felix Awards, the European ver- 
sion of the Oscars. Britain’s Ken- 
neth Branagh received the Actor 
of die Year award for bis role in 
Henry V, which was named young 
European Film of the Year. Car- 
men Maura was named top ac- 
tress for her role in the Spanish 
film Ay Carmela. Parte Aperte', a 
political thriller set in 1930s Italy, 
was directed by Gianni Ameho 
and produced by Angelo Rizzofi. 
Tbe FeEx Awards were prese n ted 
in Glasgow, one of its last events 
as European City of Culture in 
1990. Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman headed the jury, which 
included actresses Deborah Kerr 
and Jeanne Moreau. 

Woman permitted 
to publicly 
beat husband 

BORSAD, India (AP) — A local 
court permitted a woman to pub- 
licly beat her husband before it 
granted him a divorce. United 
News of India (UNI) reported. 
The. beating occurred Oct. 7 but 
went unreported until a social 
organisation, apparently out- 
raged by the incident, com- 
plained to the government. No 
further action has been taken. 
The man, from- a town in the 
western Gujarat state, was seek- 
ing a divprce from his first wife, to 
marry another woman, the news 
agency reported. She agreed, on 
co n dition that he first submit to a 
beating. Under Indian law, Hindus 
can have only one wife at a time. 
The law does not apply to Mus- 
lims, who are permitted up to 
four wives. 

Jagger-Hall 
marriage Is 
Illegal 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
A Hindu leader in Bah says Brit- 
ish rock singer Mick Jaggers 
recent marriage to longtime girl- 
friend Jerry Hall was illegal, the 
official Antara News Agency re- 
ported. I Wayan Surpha, chair- 
man of the Indonesian Hinduism 
Association in Bali’s capital of 
Denpasar, said Jagger had not 
met the necessary conditions to 
convert to Hindusim, a prere- 
quisite for the marriage cere- 
mony. “The wedding ceremony 
was illegal and was merely imitat- 
ing some parts of the original 
Balinese wedding ceremony,” 
Surpha was quoted as saying. 
Jagger, the Rolling Stones’ 47- 
year-old lead singer, married 
Texan model Hall, 33, in a tradi- 
tional Bali wedding on Nov. 21 in 
Ubud, 27 kilometres northeast of 
Denpasar. The marriage began 
with a “sudSwadani” ceremony to 
-enter Hinduism led by Ida Pedan- 
da Sukawati, a Hindu priest. 
Antara said many Hindu leaders 
in Bali were questioning the truth 
of the couple's conversion to 
Hinduism. “It should not be ''so 
easy to bold such a ceremony/’ 
Surpha said. “It has certain 
means — they should apply fust 
to the association then to local 
authorities including the local re- 
ligious ministry office/’ Ida 
Pedanda said he presided over 
the traditional wedding cere- 
monies after tbe couple sincerely 
converted to Hindu by si gning a 
written statement. “I have no 
idea whether the rock star will 
continue to adhere to Hinduism 
after the c e remony," he said. 

Stolen paintings 


ROME (AP) — Police recovered 
two medieval p a int in gs wrapped 
m rags that had been stolen from 
a small town’s cathedral, author- 
ities said. The 14th-century 
works, painted on wood with a 
-background of gold, were taken 
Oct. 2, from tbe Cathedral of 
Nepi, a medieval hill town of 
Etruscan origin about 40 
k3ometres north of Rome. The 
paintings, by unknown artists, 
-depicted Saints Tolomeo and 
Romano. The thieves aiy» made 
off with four 14th-century marble 
sculptures representing the four 
-gospel- authors, and several goH 
and silver r chalices, said Carabf- 
men from the unit that tracks 
down stolen art. Police 
tbe stolen works were wortm 
total of 3 billion lire ($2.8 ndr- 
•Eon). An investigation of sus- 
pected fences in Italy’* 
flourishing un d er g r oun d market, 
in stolen art led to the tip that the 
stolen works had been traps- 
-ported is a truck and taken to ah 
| abandoned shack on the outskirts 
sf Rome, police reported. 
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